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The  stamp  on  this  primitive  letter,  issued  by  the  Baltimore  Post  Office  In 
1847  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most  highly  sought  after  of  all  the  United  States 
issues.    A  bit  of  its  history  appears  in  the  Stamp  Department  of  this  issue. 


GEMS  —  MINERALS  —  ROCKS 

Are  you  interested  in  these  as  a 
science,  art  or  hobby?  Catalog  Form  15 
of  Gem  Minerals  giving  prices  in  the 
rough,  partly  polished  or  finished  gems 
for   63    species   and   their   varieties  to- 

/gether  with  hardness,  specific  gravity, 
colors,  chemical  composition,  streak, 
facture,  system  of  crystallization  for  each 
species  and  much  other  interesting  in- 
formation. Also  a  list  of  books  and 
periodicals  devoted  to  Minerals  and  Gems. 
Catalog  Form  25,  a  price  list  giving 
prices  and  sizes  for  our  stock  of  rough 
minerals  and  other  information.  Both 
postpaid   for   25    cents   stamps.  NONE 

"FREE.  The  25  cents  will  be  credited 
back  on  first  $2.50  purchase  from  our 
stock. 

We    Want    Good    Rough  Minerals — Old 
Mineral  Collections — and  Books 
on  Precious  Stones 

THE  GEM  SHOP,  Box  363 
Wolf  Creek,  Montana,  U.  S.  A. 


,  iiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiaiiiiiiiiii 

WEST  COAST  MARINE  SHELLS 
EAST  COAST  MARINE  SHELLS 

I  offer  a  splendid  collection  of  25  specimens 
all  different,  correctly  labeled  with  name, 
locality,  etc.,  prepaid  by  mail  only  $5.00.  Two 
collections,  one  from  each  coast  for  $10.00.  Or 
a  choice  East  Indian  Collection  at  same  price. 
Collections  made  up  from  Land,  Fresh  Water 
or  Marine  from  any  part  of  the  World.  Range 
from  $5.00  to  $5000.  If  you  want  shells  for 
any  purpose  write  me.  t-i-c 

WALTER  F.  WEBB 
202  Westminster  Road,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 

IIIIIMIIinilMillllllltlimiinillllUMJIIllilllUMIIMIIIINEJiMMMMIIIHMIIIIIMIIIIIlllillliM) 


SPECIMENS  WANTED 

1.  Will  buy  METEORITIES  of 
any  size  or  character.  Would  appre- 
ciate information  or  references  as  to 
falls  or  owners  of  specimens. 

2.  Native  (natural)  IRON — not 
iron  ore,  but  the  actual  metal  itself. 
Interested  in  any  piece  or  mass  of 
metallic  iron,  found  on  surface  or 
plowed  up,  if  believed  to  be  of 
natural  origin. 

S.  H.  PERRY 

Adrian  Mich. 


GOOD  TYME  - 
PARTY  GAMES 

Contains  160  pages  chockful  of 
information  about  new  games,  for 
indoor  and  outdoor  pastime;  after- 
dinner,  card,  handkerchief  and  match 
tricks;  and  many  clever  stories  and 
jokes. 

Let  it  help  you  be  the  life  of  the 
party. 

Price  only  50  cents. 

Lightner  Publishing  Corp. 

2810  S.  Michigan  Ave. 
Chicago,  111. 


ADD  A  NEW  BOOK  TO  YOUR  LIBRARY 

HUNDRED  AND  ONE  THINGS  FOR  A  BOY  TO  MAKE:  Practical  directions  for 
the  young  craftsman  in  woodworking,  metalworking,  engineering,  electricity, 
gardening,  etc.     By  A.  C.  Horth  $2.00 

HUNDRED  THINGS  A  GIRL  CAN  MAKE:  Opens  up  unlimited  possibilties  in 
the  field  of  creative  art.  The  handiwork  offered  is  new,  of  artistic  interest 
and  commercial  value.     By  Bonnie  E.   Snow  and  Hugo  B.  Froehlich    2.50 

THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  AMERICAN  ANTIQUES:  Colored  frontispiece,  257 
illustrations  and  a  table  of  old  silver.  By  Harold  Donaldson  Ebei'lein  and 
Roger   Wearne   Raiiisdell    8.50 

THE  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  PERIOD  FURNITURE:  250  illustrations  and  a  19- 
page  illustrative  chronological  key.  By  Harold  Donaldson  Eberlein  and  Roger 
Wearne  Ramsdell    8.50 

KNOWING,  COLLECTING  AND  RESTORING  EARLY  AMERICAN  FURNITURE: 

A  book  no  collector  can  afford  to  be  without.    By  Henry  Hammond  Taylor  ....  3.00 

TH  PRACTICAL  BOOK  OF  ORIENTAL  RUGS:  32  illustrations  in  color,  92  in 
doubletone,  folding  chart  of  rug  characteristics  and  a  map  of  the  Orient.  By 
G.  Griffin  Lewis    10.00 

ABOUT  ANTIQ!UES:  A  richly  informative  guide  for  the  collector  of  Sandwich  and 
Stiegel  glass,  AVedgwood,  pewter,  tapestries,  old  chests,  etc.  By  Ella  Shannon 
Bowles    3.50 

OLD  PATCHWORK  QUILTS:  The  first  complete  and  definitive  treatment  of  this 
fascinating  art,  one  of  the  loveliest  and  most  decorative  of  Colonial  handicrafts. 
Over  310  quilt  patterns.     By  Ruth  E.  Finley    5.00 

HOMESPUN  HANDICRAFTS:    A  delicious  account  of  old  homespun  rugs,  baskets, 

quilts,  candles,  laces,  samplers  and  brooms.    By  Ella  Shannon  Bowles    3.00 

Lightner  Publishing  Corporation 

2810  South  Michigan  Avenue  CHICAGO,  ILLINOIS 


$1.00  per  year.  Published  monthly  by  Lightner  Publishing  Corporation,  2810  South  Michigan 
Avenue,  Chicago.     Entered  as  second  class  matter  April  15,  1931,  at  the  Post  Office  at  Chicago, 

Illinois,  under  the  Act  of  March  3,  1879. 
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First  Advance  Sheet  of  1932  Scott 
Stamp  Catalogue  Out 


Advance  sheets  of  the  1932  edition  of 
Scotts  stamp  catalogue  now  in  the  hands 
of  dealers  show  that  Nineteenth  Century 
U.  S.  continue  strong  in  face  of  the  depres- 
sion. This  strength  evidences  the  fact  that 
each  year  sees  early  U.  S.  less  easy  to  buy 
and  decreasing  stocks  amongst  dealers. 

The  increase  in  price  of  the  Twentieth 
Century  U.  S.  approximates  better  than 
fourteen  per  cent.  Regular  postage  are  up 
nine  per  cent,  Commemoratives  up  fourteen 
per  cent,  Imperforate  twenty-four  per  cent, 
Coils  twelve  per  cent  and  Airmails  up  sev- 
enty-three per  cent. 

Three  outstanding  increases  are: 


NORSE-AMERICAN 


Cat 

620—  2c 

621—  5c 


Cat 

647—  2c 

648—  5c 


New  Prices 
Unused  Used 
.25  .20 
.75  .60 


Old  Prices 


Unused 
.20 
.50 


HAWAIIAN 


Unused 
.15 
.75 


Used 
.10 
.15 


Unused 
.06 
.25 


Gat. 

1312—  $  .65 

1313—  1.30 

1314—  2.60 


GRAF-ZEPPELIN 
Unused 

1 

I-  per  set  17.50 

J 


Is  It  True? 


Used 
.15 
.50 


Used 
.06 
.25 


Used 
22.50 


A  Colorado  village,  Picketwire,  with  only 
twelve  houses  and  the  population  barely 
thirty  claims  to  have  one  of  the  most  spa- 
cious airports  in  the  country — 30,000  acres. 

For  those  who  are  interested,  Picketwire 
is  on  the  Purgatory  River  in  the  heart  of 
Colorado  cow  country.  Within  a  week  two 
transport  ships  loaded  with  passengers 
landed  here  and  the  cow  waddies  decided 
the  place  needed  an  airport.  The  entire 
population  turned  out,  cleared  away  the  cac- 
ti, laid  out  a  circle  and  erected  a  wind  sock. 

The  country  is  level  and  the  pilots  say 
they  can  land  anywhere  on  the  30,00'^  acres 
surrounding  the  town  and  taxi  right  down 
the  one  and  only  street. 


Hobbies  leads;  others  try  to  follows:" — 
Delmer  Wilder,  Calif. 

"You  are  sure  giving  us  a  very  fine  mag- 
azine. Something  that  has  long  been 
needed." — John  Spaulding,  N.  Y. 

"I  have  received  the  June  Number  of 
Hobbies.  I  have  been  connected  with  the 
publication  of  hobby  magazines  on  and  off 
for  fifty  years,  and  have  had  most  Pritish 
publications  and  many  American  through 
my  hands,  but  your  Hobbies  excels  all." — 
Edward  Herdman,  Auckland,  N.  Z. 

"Very  recently  I  was  in  a  magazine  store 
in  Chicago  and  I  found  your  magazine 
there,  and  I  at  once  went  crazy  over  it.  It 
it  just  the  type  of  magazine  I  have  always 
wanted.  The  store  had  three  back  copies  and 
I  bought  all  three.  I  am  sending  you  a  dol- 
lar for  twelve  issues  of  this  wonderful  mag- 
azine."— Kenneth  Knight,  III. 

"Hobbies  is  'great  stuff.'  You  are  bound 
to  win  at  the  rate  you're  going." — F.  T. 
Singleton,  Mich. 


DO  YOU  SEND  OUT  A  HEAVY 
MAIL? 

You  Can  Save   Money  by  Using 
a    Computing    Scale  Telling 
Exact    Cost    of  Postage 


No.  1509  Postal  Scale,  a  5-lb.  weighing 
scale,  first  class  mail  up  to  4-lbs., 
second  and  third  class  mail  up  to  8-oz. 
(the  limit  of  this  classification)  and 
parcel  post  up  to  4-lbs.  Finely  finished 
in  filing  cabinet  green  with  brass  plat- 
form and  glass-covered  dial.  Unusually 
sensitive  and  accurate.  No  weights  to 
juggle.  Just  place  the  mail  matter  on 
platform  and  the  pointer  automatically 
indicates  the  correct  weight  and  correct 
amount  of  postage  required. 

Price   $7.50 

Write 

LIGHTNER  PUBLISHING  CORP. 
2810  S.  Michigan  Ave.  Chicago,  III. 
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HOBBIES 


MAKE  THE  FOUNDATION  OF  YOUR  COLLECTION  WELL  WITH  NEWFOUNDLAND 

iq9?  1^  fi    /<!^    ^K'"'?^/    '  have  many  thousands  for  sate  at  lowest  prices. 

S^J.                   "sed,  12c;  10  sets  used  for    ji  nn 

JqIq  "^5^  40c;  used,  22c;  10  sets  used  for   

loio  o°"^°°/^^  ^^'^^t'  2°°:  "^ed,  16c;  10  sets  used  for    \ll 

""J.??           24c;  used,  24c;  10  mint  or  used   I'Z 

1  A-^''  ^^J^^I''^-  24c;  used,  24c;  10  mint  or  used  '. iH 

40  different  Nfld.  (a  fine  beginning,  only  ....  f 

REV   E   A^mTTric^  2"  New  York  or  St.  GVorges;  Nfld.) 0-^-32 

REV.  E.  A.  BUTLER,  Sandy  Point,  St.  Georges,  Newfoundland.  (Member  ASDA) 


Ten  Cents  Grows  Into  $10,000 

By  James  L.  Wright,  in  The  Nation's  Business 


It's  a  comparatively  simple  matter  to  make  an  article  bring  one  'Imndred 
thokisamd  tirms  its  original  price— if  that  article  is  scare  enough  and  is 
desired  enough.  Both  the  latter  conditions  prevailed  in  the  instance  re- 
cited here,  and  a  bit  of  clever  marketing  by  a  banker  who  knew  but  little 
about  the  comvwdity  he  iva^-  called  upon  to  handle  brought  just  that 
return.   The  articles  referred  to  is  pictured  on  the  cover  of  this  issue 


J  GIVE  up.  Time  was,  as  they  used  to 
say  in  telling  stories,  when  the  neigh- 
bors thought  I  would  make  a  business  man. 
My  father,  perhaps  with  pardonable 
parental  pride,  looked  to  the  future  through 
rose-tinted  glasses. 

"My  son,"  said  he,  "some  day  you  will 
be  the  Horse-radish  King  of  New 
Hampton." 

Once,  in  a  more  expansive  mood,  he  even 
predicted  that  I  would  be  the  horse-radish 
king  of  the  whole  of  Chickasaw  County, 
Iowa. 

Those  glowing  prophecies  of  prosperity, 
profits  and  plutocracy  were  based  on  sohd, 
if  not  frozen  ground,  because  as  soon  as 
the  frost  was  out  in  the  spring  I  hied 
myself  up  the  railroad  track  to  dig  horse- 
radish, grate  it,  and  carry  it  in  a  shoe  box 
from  door  to  door.  Those  were  the  "maid- 
less'  days  and  few  had  the  two  dollars  a 
week  for  a  "hired  girl,"  so  you  always  dealt 
with  the  "lady  of  the  house." 

My  business  acumen  which  won  me  early 
recognition  in  the  fields  of  finance  and  the 
busy  marts  of  trade  in  New  Hampton,  that 
thriving  metropolis  of  2,500  souls,  if  you 
were  willing  to  take  the  local  estimates, 


and  repudiate  the  United  States  census  as 
unreliable,  was  clearly  shown  in  two  con- 
spicuous ways: 

First,  my  arrival  on  the  kitchen  stoop 
always  was  simultaneous  with  the  forking 
from  the  hot  grease  of  the  week's  batch 
of  doughnuts.  I  never  missed  a  doughnut, 
nor  paid  for  one. 

Second,  when  I  sold  a  glass  of  horse- 
radish for  a  dime,  I  made  the  house-wife 
give  back  the  tumbler. 

Those  glasses  cost  two  cents  each,  and 
the  overhead  was  more  than  an  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  kingdom  of  New  Hampton 
could  stand. 

Can't  Find  Bank  Errors 
There  were  other  reasons,  too,  for  be- 
lieving I  would  be  a  business  success.  I 
was  always  good  in  arithmetic.  English 
was  my  worst  study,  so  I  started  writing 
for  a  living.  Maybe  it's  just  as  well  be- 
cause long  ago  I  gave  up  trying  to  find 
that  the  bank  had  made  a  mistake  in  my 


POSTMARKS  WANTED 

I  want  to  buy  for  cash  in  any  quantity: 
New  York  City  machine  postmarks  cut 
10?-,  %,'"°'^®^  years  previous  to 

1927.  Preferably  in  packs  of  100  or  1,000. 

JEROME  MILLER  (IPMS  3) 
2665  Gr.  Concourse 
New  York  City  125c-my-32 


STAMPS,  COINS 


California  Souvenir  Gold  Pieces 

Quarter  Dollars,  round  or  octagon, ..  .27c 

Half  Dollars,  round  or  octagon   54c 

Stamps  on  approval  at  50%  discount 
Rare  Coin  Book,  352  Illustrations 

35c  Postage  Extra.  ap-32-c 


ROCKFORD  STAMP  &  COIN 
EXCHANGE 
719  Seventh  St.  Rockford,  III. 
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balance.  Now  when  the  canceled  vouchers 
come  in  each  month,  and  I  find  that  the 
bank's  statement  does  not  square  with  the 
stubs  of  my  checkbook,  I  just  write  on 
the  margin,  "To  correspond  with  bank," 
and  go  ahead  with  another  month  of  in- 
accurate addition  and  subtraction.  You  can 
waste  so  much  time  trying  to  catch  the 
bank  in  one  measly  mistake. 

But  those  are  not  the  things  which  have 
convinced  me  that  I  am  more  of  a  success 
playing  the  keys  of  a  typewriter  than  I 
ever  would  have  been  playing  the  keys  of 
a  cash  register.  The  convincing,  the  in- 
disputable proof,  has  come  to  hand.  When 
I  find  that  a  postage  stamp,  which  will 
not  even  carry  a  letter,  is  worth  100,000 
times  its  sale  price,  there  is  no  use  for 
the  interrogation  point  on  "Maybe  I  am 
wrong." 

Being  in  the  habit  of  banking  on  the 
bankers  and  going  broke  with  the  brokers, 
I  went  to  see  C.  J.  Gockeler,  vice-president 
of  the  District  National  Bank  of  Wash- 
ington, who  had  just  sold  a  ten-cent  stamp 
for  $10,000,  after  having  had  Wall  Street 
bankers  and  multimillionaires  throughout 
the  United  States  bidding  for  this  little 
piece  of  paper.  Mr.  Gockeler  was  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce of  the  United  States  and  I  thought 
he  must  know  something  about  business. 

Why  the  Stamp  Demand? 

"It's  the  operation  of  the  old  law  of 
supply  and  demand,"  said  he.  "There  are 
only  a  few  of  these  stamps  in  existence." 

"I  can  understand  the  supply,"  said  I, 
"but  why  the  demand?" 

"I  do  not  understand  that  either,"  con- 
fessed the  banker.  "Youngsters  start  col- 
lecting stamps  and  multimillionaires  pay 
for  them.  My  experience  in  selling  this 
stamp  for  $10,000  has  been  a  revelation 
to  me,  but  I  handled  it  just  as  any  banker 
would  handle  a  valuable  article  turned  over 
to  him  for  disposition. 

"Miss  Natalie  Sumner  Lincoln,  who  is 
the  author  of  a  number  of  detective  stories 
and  editor  of  the  Daughters  of  the  Ameri- 
can Eevolution  Magazine,  was  rummaging 
through  an  old  wicker  basket  in  her  work- 
shop, a  basket  that  had  not  been  disturbed 
since  the  death  of  her  mother  nine  years 
ago.     There  she  found  an  envelope,  ad- 


dressed to  one  of  her  forebears  and  in  the 
upper  left-hand  corner  was  a  stamp,  one 
of  the  provisional  issues  of  postmasters. 
The  letter  was  mailed  in  1847. 

"Prior  to  March  3,  1847,  there  were  no 
regular  government  postage  stamps  but  by 
a  law  enacted  on  that  date  they  were 
authorized.  Uniform  rates  of  postage  were 
established  on  the  basis  of  five  cents  for 
each  300  miles  distance.  About  two  months 
after  the  enactment  of  the  law,  but  before 
the  Government  could  get  printed  and  dis- 
tributed its  regular  stamp,  the  Lincoln 
letter  was  mailed.  At  that  time  postmasters 
in  a  dozen  or  more  places  issued  stamps 
of  their  own  for  the  convenience  of  the 
patrons  of  their  offices.  This  primitive 
stamp  was  issued  by  the  Baltimore  post- 
master and  proved  to  be  one  of  the  most 
highly  sought  after  stamps  of  all  the 
United  States  issues. 

"Miss  Lincoln  had  no  hint  of  the  real 
value  of  her  find  until  she  began  to  get 
letter  and  telegrams  from  stamp  collectors 
throughout  the  country,  offering  to  pay  her 
expenses  if  she  would  bring  her  stamp  to 
New  York  or  Boston  for  inspection.  She 
then  came  to  me  as  an  old  friend  and 
asked  me  to  handle  it  for  her.  I  knew 
nothing  about  stamps  or  philatelists,  but 
began  collecting  literature  on  them.  I 
made  Miss  Lincoln  promise  that  she  would 
leave  its  sale  entirely  to  me.  Postal  offi- 
cials told  us  that  stamp  catalogs  indicated 
the  stamp  had  value  of  $6,000  or  $8,000. 
I  decided  to  fix  a  price  of  $10,000. 

(Continued  on  page  38) 


POLAND 

All  issues  and  varieties  of  perforation, 
paper  and  color  in  block  of  4  for  spe- 
cialists. Ten  Commemorative  Stamps, 
25c;  2  Latest  Issues,  20c;  401-409  Air 
Mails  compl.,  35c;  251-252  Phil.  Exhib. 
1928,  .|1.25;  Port  Gdansk  ,|10  val.,  50c; 
651-668  P.  D.  50,  3,000,000,  50c;  12  better 
compl.  sets  of  Poland,  $2.00;  10  compl. 
sets  of  Central-Lithuania,  $1.50.  General 
price  list  on  demand.  PACKETS:  200  each 
diff.,  cat.  val.  over  $7,  $1.25;  250  each 
diff.,  cat.  val.  over  $10,  $2.50;  300  each 
diff.,  cat.  val.  over  $15,  $4.00.  The  packets 
contain  besides  good  single  values,  many 
compl.  sets.  The  packet  of  200  contains 
8  compl.  sets,  packet  of  250 — 15  compl. 
sets,  and  the  packet  of  300 — 25  compl. 
sets,  almost  all  issues  of  Poland.  Orders 
over  $1.00  postage  free.  Remittance  please 
send  either  in  bank  notes  registered  or 
check  on  New  York  or  money  order.  Ref- 
erences; the  leading  dealers  in  U.  S.  A. 

p-s-o-n 

H.  BEROWICZ 
Srodmiejska  40  Lodz,  Poland 
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PRECANCELS 


By  Adolph  Gunesch 


Contributions  are  always  welcome.    Kindly  address  the 
Precancel  Department  when  writing. 


Mounting  Precancels 


^NE  of  the  most  important  problems  that 
confronts  a  precancel  collector  is  the 
question  of  how  to  mount  precancels. 
There  are  two  methods  which  we  want 
to  advise  you  against.  First:  do  not  mount 
your  precancels  by  denominations.  What 
we  mean  by  this  statement  is  that  you 
should  not  mount  all  of  your  one-cent 
stamps  on  one  page,  all  of  your  two's  on 
a  second  page,  and  so  on.  The  chief 
objection  to  this  denominational  method  is 
that  when  your  collection  assumes  good 
sized  proportions,  you  will  not  be  able  to 
find  the  stamps  you  would  like  to  show, 
and  in  making  additions  you  will  have  to 
search  page  after  page  of  one-cent  pre- 
cancels, examining  each  stamp.  Second: 
a  second  method  generally  found  to  be 
unsatisfactory  is  the  mounting  of  pre- 
cancels alphabetically  by  cities  instead  of 
by  states.  This  method  is  especially 
objectionable  to  collectors  who  want  to  be 
state  specialists. 

In  our  years  of  experience  we  have  found 
that  the  best  arrangement,  the  one  found 
most  satisfactory  by  hundreds  of  precancel 
collectors,  is  alphabetically  by  states  and 
then  by  cities  within  the  states.  This  is 
the  method  used  in  the  Standard  Precancel 
Catalog  and  should  be  followed  whenever 
possible.  For  example,  in  a  group  of 
miscellaneous  precancels,  we  have  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  Asbury  Park,  N.  J.,  Anderson, 
Ind.,  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  Minneapolis,  Minn, 
and  others.  In  mounting  these  stamps,  we 
suggest  that  Birmingham  be  placed  first 
on  the  Alabama  page.  Then  Anderson  on 
the  Indiana  page,  Minneapolis  followed  by 
St.  Paul  in  the  Minnesota  section,  and 
lastly,  Asbury  Park  on  the  New  Jersey 
page.  As  your  collection  grows  it  will  be 
quite  simple  to  allow  large  cities  an  entire 
page  and  to  group  these  cities  under  the 
states  in  which  they  belong. 


A  second  suggestion  is  to  mount  your 
precancels  in  sequence  of  issues.  Follow 
the  Precancel  Catalog.  The  arrangement 
of  issues  in  the  catalog  has  been  taken 
in  main  from  the  Standard  Postage  Stamp 
Catalog. 

Use  a  loose  leaf  album  and  mount  each 
distinct  set  on  a  separate  sheet  when 
warranted.  When  sets  are  short,  mount 
two  or  three  sets  on  a  page. 

The  foregoing  are  given  merely  as 
suggestions.  Precancels  offer  a  wide  field 
for  the  original  collector.  Each  collector 
may  think  differently  on  this  subject,  and 
the  thoughts  of  each  will  have  good  points. 
The  suggestions  offered  merely  follow  the 
lead  of  the  more  advanced  collectors. 

J.  C.  V.  asks  what  is  the  ethics  of  stamp 
reperforation.  Opinion  is  somewhat  di- 
vided on  this  subject,  though  probably  a 
large  majority  frown  upon  the  practice. 
A  straight  edged  stamp  is  an  honest 
stamp,  just  what  it  pretends  to  be — a  stamp 
from  the  edge  of  the  pane,  or  one  clipped 
in  cutting  from  the  package.  It  is  more 
desirable  if  the  guide  line  shows,  as  this 
definitely  establishes  it  as  coming  from  the 
edge  of  the  pane,  and  not  as  a  clipped 
copy.  But  in  either  case  it  is  an  honest 
stamp,  it  has  done  its  share  of  postal  duty. 
A  reperfed  stamp  is  a  dishonest  stamp, 
pretending  to  be  something  that  it  is  not. 
Personally  I  think  a  lot  of  the  prejudice 
against  straight  edges  is  the  bunk.  I'd 
prefer  a  straight  edge  to  a  gap  in  a  set, 
and  I'd  rather  have  one  honest  straight 
edge  than  a  bushel  of  reperfs.  On  the 
other  hand  there  are  collectors  who  say, 
that,  given  the  present  prejudice  against 
straight  edges,  reperfing  does  no  harm. 
That  would  be  true,  IF  all  reperfs  were 
so  marked  on  the  backs.  But  there's  the 
rub,  they're  not.  If  you  have  a  stamp  re- 
perfed, you  know  its  true  status.  But  if 
you  neglect  to  have  it  branded,  how  about 
those  collectors  into  whose  hands  it  will 
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wear  and  tear  of  the  machine  work.  The 
type  broke  rather  easily  and  soon  the  pre- 
cancelled  stamps  looked  anything  but  neat. 
Finally,  then,  the  company  resorted  to  steel 
plates  which  proved  satisfactory.  The 
government  bought  quite  a  number  of  the 
machines  which  were  installed  in  the  larger 
post-ofRces.  At  the  same  time  the  older, 
single  impression  machines  were  made  over 
to  use  steel  dies  and  placed  in  some  of  the 
smaller  offices. 

The  steel  plates  must  be  made  all  by 


hand,  so  the  box  type  of  cancel  with  the 
city  and  state  names  in  light  letters  with- 
out serifs  was  adopted.  Since  all  the  names 
are  hand  cut  each  box  on  the  plate  is 
slightly  different  from  the  others. 

This  type  is  the  well  known  U97  which 
is  now  in  use.  The  most  recent  plates 
made  of  this  type  (as  for  Concord,  N.  H.) 
are  in  thicker  letters  and  perhaps  this  kind 
will  be  used  for  the  other  post-offices  as 
the  older  plates  wear  out. 


The  Fifteen  Rarest  Stamps 


By  Edwin  Brooks 


JF  a  person,  who  is  not  interested  in 
philately  should  tease  you  by  asking, 
what  good  is  there  in  stamps,  anyway? 
You  who  are  philatelists  should  be  able  to 
answer  his  question  at  once,  not  with  the 
answer  that  it  is  a  nice  hobby,  but  from 
the  montetary  standpoint — as  to  value  or 
rarity.  And  to  my  mind  comes  at  once 
a  list  of  fifteen  of  the  rarest  stamps  in 
the  world. 

But  of  course  various  philatelists  have 
compiled  lists  of  what  they  considered  the 
best  and  which  contain  three-fourths  of 
those  that  I  will  mention.  Some  have  gone 
so  far  as  to  name  fifty  or  more  but  here 
we  would  run  into  some  difficulty  because 
the  difference  in  rarity  between  two 
or  more  stamps  becomes  less  marked  as 
the  stamps  grow  more  common.  However, 
here  are  the  fifteen  that  every  beginner 
and  advanced  philatelist  should  know  as 
well  as  every  American  boy  and  girl  knows 
the  history  of  the  United  States: 

1.  British  Guiana,  1856,  Ic  black  on 
red,  used. 

2.  Hawaii,  1851,  2c  blue,  used. 

3.  Mauritius,  1847,  2d  blue,  unused  or 
used. 

4.  Mauritius,  1847,  Id  red,  unused  or 
used. 

5.  British  Guiana,  1850,  2c  black  on 
rose,  unused. 

6.  Tuscany,  1860,  3  lire  yellow,  unused. 

7.  Moldavia,  1854,  81  paras,  black  on 
blue,  unused. 

8.  Ceylon,  1857,  8d  brown,  unused. 


9.    Moldavia,  1854,  81  paras,  black  on 
blue,  used. 

10.  Ceylon,  1857,  3d  brown,  unused. 

11.  Hawaii,  1851,  5c  blue,  used. 

12    Newfoundland,    1857,    Ish  orange, 
used. 

13.  Tuscany,  1860,  3  lire  yellow,  used. 

14.  Hawaii,  1851,  13c  blue,  used. 

15.  Austria,  1851,  Mercury,  red,  used. 

The  first  one  on  the  list,  so  far  as  any 
one  knows,  is  the  rarest  stamp  in  the 
world,  there  being  only  one  specimen  of 
it  in  the  universe,  therefore  it  justly  heads 
the  list.  Numbers  three  and  four  represent 
the  famous  "Post  Office"  Mauritius  stamps, 
so  named  because  the  engraver,  instead  of 
engraving  "Post  Paid"  made  the  grave 
error  of  saying  "Post  Office."  A  copy  of 
the  2d  value  of  the  unused  rare  stamp  of 
the  above  mentioned,  was  purchased  by 
the  King  of  England,  George  V,  then 
Prince  of  Wales,  for  the  small  sum  of 
$7,250. 

One  can  not  really  quote  the  value  on 
all  these  stamps  for  there  is  no  set  price, 
just  that  which  the  collector  of  such  rari- 
ties might  ask  if  he  cared  to  part  with  his 
treasure. 


U.    S.    A.    ZEPPELIN  MAIL 

U.  S.  Zeppelin  stamp  sets  $15.00 

U.  S.  A,  to  Germany,  1928    4.00 

U.  S.  A.  to  Germany,  1929    5.00 

U.  S.  A.  to  Germany,  1930    5  00 

U.  S.  A.  to  U.  S.  A.  World  flight.  .  10.00 
Zeppelin  Mail  Price  List  Free 
OTTO  EDENHARTER 
44  Frundsberg  Street     Munich,  Germany 
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{Continued  from  page  33) 


"One  of  the  big  stamp  collectors  from 
Boston  wired  me  that  he  was  on  his  way 
to  Washington.  I  took  him  down  in  the 
safe-deposit  valuts  and  let  him  look  at  the 
stamp.  He  said  the  price  was  too  high, 
but  he  went  to  Miss  Lincoln,  and  offered 
her  $8,500  for  it.  A  day  or  two  later  a 
New  York  man  wired  that  he  was  on  his 
way  to  Washington,  that  he  would  be  in 
the  next  day,  and  asked  me  not  to  sell 
it  until  his  arrival.  After  his  return  to 
New  York,  I  received  a  telegram  from 
one  of  the  biggest  financial  houses  in  the 
country  that  $9,000  was  being  deposited 
in  a  Washington  bank  to  my  credit,  and 
that  I  might  have  it  by  delivering  the 
stamp  before  three  o'clock  that  day.  A 
few  moments  later  the  local  bank  called 
me  up  to  tell  me  that  $9,000  had  been 
deposited  there  to  my  credit.  That  offer 
was  rejected. 

"I  was  next  offered  $10,000.  I  told  the 
would-be  purchaser  to  deposit  the  $10,000 
in  a  New  York  bank  with  which  we  trans- 
act business  and  have  them  wire  me  in 
code.  That  was  done.  The  stamp  was 
insured  for  $11,000,  and  sent  to  New  York 


De  Soto  Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

SPECIAL  OFFER!! 
ONE  DOLLAR 


1  De  Soto     album   (has  space  for 

5300  stamps). 
1   packet   of  500   different  foreign 
stamps. 
1  perforation  gauge. 
1000  De  Soto  hinges. 
2  approval  books. 
5  approval  cards. 
1  set  of  4  World's  Fair  Tickets. 


Ask  to  see  our  Crown  Albums,  the 
perfect  loose-leaf  album.  See  last 
month's  offer  on  "Stock  transfers 
and  Kansas-Nebraskas!" 

Want  lists  solicited. 


De  Soto  Stamp  &  Coin  Co. 

105  No.  Clark  St. 
Room  126 
CHICAGO  ILLINOIS 

c-my-32 


for  delivery  after  the  bank  had  transferred 
the  money  to  me. 

Readily  Worth  the  Price 
"The  purchaser  since  has  written  me, 
'The  stamp  was  readily  worth  that  figure, 
because  it  is  the  finest  copy  of  this  stamp 
in  existence,  showing  margins  outside  the 
frame  line  on  both  sides,  the  left  margin 
being  the  sheet  margin.  It  was  used  on 
an  envelope,  and  in  this  respect  it  differs 
from  the  ordinary  copies  found,  which 
usually  come  on  letter  sheets.  This  usage 
shows  a  comparatively  early  date  for  en- 
velopes, which  were  just  beginning  to  come 
into  actual  use.  The  "Paid"  is  the  regular 
Baltimore  blue  "Paid,"  and  the  rate  of 
postage  is  quite  correct.  It  is  likewise 
rather  a  late  usage  for  the  postmaster 
issues,  as  the  regular  government  postage 
stamps  came  into  use  about  two  months 
later.' " 

So  all  you  have  to  do  to  make  100,000 
times  the  original  capital  you  invest  is  to 
find  an  old  postage  stamp.  Why  worry 
about  margins  of  profit  and  shaving  costs 
when  it's  as  simple  as  that? 


Late  News 


The  Three-Nation  flight  in  Canada 
finally  got  to  St.  Pierre.  Tied  up  there. 
Plane  attached  for  lien  for  salaries  due. 
The  whole  flight  seems  to  be  definitely 
off  *  *  *  MacMillan  flight  may  be  under- 
taken by  two  world  famous  aviators.  If 
the  deal  goes  through  collectors  who  have 
mail  aboard  will  have  reason  to  congratu- 
late themselves  *  *  *  Russia  issued  four 
stamps  for  trip  of  the  Zeppelin  to  the 
North  Pole.  These  were  made  in  a  hurry 
and  so  were  not  perforated.  Now  issued 
perforated  in  limited  quantity  and  these 
are  selling  for  triple  the  imperf  price  *  *  * 
The  U.  S.  S.  Akron  may  not  carry  mail 
after  all  on  the  first  trip.  The  B.  O.  D., 
through  Mr.  Glover,  expressed  willingness, 
but  Mr.  Jahnoke,  the  acting  secretary  of 
the  Navy,  is  afraid  it  may  interfere  with 
the  experiments.  At  later  date  there  may 
be  some  co-operation.  —  The  Philatelic 
News  Bureau. 


"I  like  Hobbies  fine  and  use  it  for  refer- 
ence."— Chas.  Patrick,  Ohio. 
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Portraits  of  Washington  Used  on  New  Series 


'T^HE  new  postage  stamps  issued  by  the 
Post  Office  Department  to  commemorate 
the  bicentennial  observance  of  the  birth  of 
George  Washington,  are  now  widely  dis- 
tributed. This  series  of  twelve  stamps 
range  from  y2-cent  to  the  10-cent  denomina- 
tion and  show  Washington  as  he  was 
painted  at  different  times  in  his  life  by 
different  artisits.  The  stamps  are  described 
by  the  George  Washington  Bicentennial 
Commission,  which  prepared  the  photo- 
graphs of  the  portraits  reproduced  opposite 
in  the  serial  order  of  the  stamps  on  which 
they  will  appeal  from  left  to  right  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  1/2 -cent  stamp  is  dark  brown  in  col- 
or, bearing  the  likeness  of  Washington 
painted  by  Charles  Wilson  Peale,  the  orig- 
inal of  which  is  now  in  the  Metropolitan 
IWuseum  of  Art. 

The  1-cent  stamp,  printed  in  green,  is  a 
reproduction  of  the  profile  bust  by  Houdon 
made  in  1785,  and  now  among  the  treasures 
at  Mount  Vernon. 

The  iy2-cent  stamp  is  light  brown  feat- 
uring another  Peale  portrait  of  Washing- 
ton known  as  the  Virginian  Colonel,  now 
in  possession  of  Washington  and  Lee  Uni- 
versity at  Lexington,  Va. 

The  stamp  which  the  public  will  become 
most  familiar  with,  because  of  its  use  on 
most  mail,  is  the  2-cent  bearing  the  like- 


ness of  George  Washington  already  best 
known,  the  Gilbert  Stuart  Athenaeum  por- 
trait done  at  Germantown  in  1796.  Already 
this  portrait  has  become  generally  known 
among  Americans  because  of  its  use  on  the 
$1  bill. 

The  color  of  the  3-cent  stamp  is  purple 
and  it  bears  a  reproduction  of  the  Peale 
portrait  painted  at  Valley  Forge  in  1777 
showing  Washington  in  the  uniform  of  a 
general  with  a  cocked  hat. 

Another  Peale  portrait  done  the  same 
year,  known  as  the  Rhinebeck  portrait,  will 
appear  on  the  4-cent  stamp  in  ,warm  brown. 

The  5-cent  stamp  in  blue  features  the 
Washington  portrait  now  owned  by  the  New 
York  Fistorical  Society. 

The  6-cent  stamp  in  orange  shows  the 
portrait  painted  by  Trumbull  in  3792. 

The  head  and  bust  of  the  Trumbull  por- 
trait done  in  1780  appears  on  the  7-cent 
stamp  in  black. 

The  8-cent  of  olive  green  is  a  reproduc- 
tion of  the  crayon  drawing  made  from  life 
iby  Charles  B.  J.  F.  ,Saint-Memin. 

The  9-cent  stamp  is  pink  showing  a  re- 
production of  the  pastel  portrait  painted 
from  life  by  W.  Williams  in  1794. 

The  last  of  the  series,  the  10-cent  stamp 
is  orange  in  color  and  the  portrait  is  taken 
from  the  Gilbert  Stuart  painting  made  in 
1795,  known  as  the  Vaughan  portrait. 


Lincoln  Postmarks 

B%j  Orbra  E.  King 


k  N  interesting  cover  or  postmark  collec- 
tion  that  can  very  easily  be  made  is  a 
collection  of  Lincoln  postmarks.  Did  you 
know  that  there  are  32  cities  and  towns 
listed  in  the  United  States  postal  guide 
that  have  been  named  for  the  Great  Eman- 
cipator? A  cover  with  a  postmark  dated 
February  12  from  each  of  these  cities  makes 
a  novel  and  delightful  collection.  Such  a 
collection  can  be  easily  formed,  simply  by 
preparing  the  covers  (self -addressed  and 
stamped)  and  mailing  them  to  the  postmas- 
ters of  the  various  towns  a  few  days 
ahead  of  the  date  with  request  that  they 


be  stamped  with  a  clear  postmark  and 
mailed  on  February  12.  Most  postmasters 
will  gracefully  comply  with  the  request.  It 
increases  the  interest  if  the  covers  are 
stamped  with  the  three  cent  Lincoln  stamp. 

Of  these  towns  named  in  honor  of  the 
great  War  President,  Lincoln,  Nebr.,  is  the 
largest.  Maine  heads  the  list  with  four 
towns  havings  the  derivation  of  Lincoln. 
However  only  one  city — Lincoln,  Illinois — 
received  its  name  during  the  lifetime  of 
its  namesake  and  had  the  honor  of  being 
christened — with  the  cutting  of  a  water- 
(Continued  on  page  60) 
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AIRMAIL  IN  SWEDEN 

More  than  5,000,000  letters  were  sent  by 
the  night  air  mail  of  the  Swedish  Aero- 
transport  Company  last  year.  According 
t  0  Captain  Carl  Florman,  president  of  the 
Aei"otransport,  this  means  an  increase  of 
nearly  100  per  cent  over  1930.  The  night 
air  mail  service  has  recently  ended  its 
fourth  season. 


Airmuil  Notes 


What  determines  the  value  of  fii'st  day 
covers  and  special  cachets  a  ainnail  en- 
thusiast writes?  The  value  depends  largely 
upon  the  number  of  letters  taken  on  first 
flights. 


A  woman  and  a  toy  balloon,  it  is  said, 
are  responsible  for  the  safe  flights  of  air 
mail  pilots  over  the  dangerous  and  hilly 
sections  of  Ohio,  West  Virginia,  and  west- 
em  Pennsylvania.  Every  day  Mrs.  Banja- 
min  F.  Reber,  airways  observer,  at  St. 
Clairsville,  Ohio,  sends  the  balloon  aloft  to 
determine  wind  direction  and  ceiling.  She 
reports  her  findings  to  the  Columbus  and 
Pittsburgh  aii'ports. 


A  news  note  that  comes  our  way  from 
some  spot  in  England  reads:  "People  in 
the  West-end  today  were  interested  in  the 
gyrations  above  the  Nelson  Column  of  a 
"Blimp"  airship,  on  one  side  of  which  was 
written  "Advertise  by  air"  and  on  the  other 
"This  space  to  let." 


A  proposal  to  suspend  airmail  service 
throughout  Mexico  as  an  economy  meas- 
ure was  definitely  rejected  by  the  treasury 
department  of  that  country  on  the  grounds 
that  the  service  was  indispensible. 


Gets  Him  "in  Wrong" 


"Adolpe  Stolki,"  says  a  press  account 
from  Paris,  "was  out  of  a  job  here,  on  the 
Riviera,  so  he  advertised  for  help  specify- 
ing that  all  applicants  must  submit  quali- 
fications and  enclose  a  stamp  for  reply." 

Adolphe  is  now  serving  a  three  month 
jail  sentence. 

He  kept  the  stamps.  It  worked  with  car- 
penters, masons  and  chauff'eurs,  but  hotel 
employees  caught  him. 


(Continued  from  page  49) 

melon — iby  "Honest  Abe"  hiimself.  This  was 
in  1853  and  Lincoln  was  at  that  time  an 
obscure  country  lawyer.  He  is  said  to  have 
remarked: 

"All  right,  go  ahead  boys,  but  I  think 
you  are  making  a  mistake;  nothing  named 
Lincoln,  so  far  as  I  know,  ever  amounted 
to  much." 

For  the  convenience  of  those  wishing 
Lincoln  postmarks  here  is  a  list  of  the 
towns  named  for  Lincoln  as  listed  in  the 
U.  S.  postal  guide.  Lincoln,  Ala.,  Lincoln, 
Ark.,  Lincoln,  Cal.,  Lincoln,  Del.,  Lincoln- 
ton,  Ga,,  Lincoln,  111.,  Lincoln  City,  111., 
Lincoln,  la.,  Lincoln,  Kan.,  Lincolnville, 
Kan.,  Lincoln,  Ky.,  Lincoln  Ridge,  Ky., 
Lincoln,  Me.,  Lincoln  Center,  Me.,  Lincoln- 
ville, Me.,  Lincolnville  Center,  Me.,  Lincoln 
Center,  Mass.,  Lincoln,  Mich.,  Lincoln,  Mo., 
Lincoln,  Mont.,  Lincoln,  Neb.,  Lincoln,  N. 
H.,  Lincoln,  N.  J.,  Lincoln,  N.  M.,  Lincoln, 
N.  Y.,  Lincolnton,  N.  C,  Lincoln,  Pa.,  Lin- 
coln, Texas,  Lincoln,  Vt.,  Lincoln,  Va.,  and 
Lincoln,  Wash. 

In  addition  to  the  cities  there  are  also 
32  states  that  each  have  a  county  named 
for  Lincoln. 


(Continued  from  page  47) 
We  now  come  to  the  last  item,  that  of 
the  design,  which  was  as  follow;  two-cent 
value  .  .  .  carmine-rose  in  color  .  .  .  same 
size  and  shape  as  the  ordinary  two-cent 
stamp  ...  at  the  top'  in  straight  letters, 
"U.  S.  Postage"  without  any  figures  of 
any  value,  but  just  "Two  Cents"  on  the 
bottom  .  .  .  large,  upright  oval  in  center 
frames  .  .  .  the  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
in  the  right  profile  ...  at  each  side  of 
the  oval  are  laurel  sprays  .  .  .  and  under- 
neath a  scroll  bearing,  "1809— Feb.— 1909." 
The  portrait  of  Lincoln  is  copied  from  the 
one  in  the  Corcoran  Art  Gallery  in  Wash- 
ington, D.  C. 

Thus  we  close  with  that  immortal  speech 
of  Lincoln's: 

"With  malice  toward  none;  with  charity 
for  all;  with  firmness  in  the  right  as  God 
gives  us  to  see  the  right,  let  us  strive  on 
to  finish  the  work  we  are  in;  to  bind  up 
the  nation's  wounds,  to  care  for  him  who 
shall  have  borne  the  battle,  and  for  his 
widow  and  his  orphan  ...  to  do  all  which 
may  achieve  and  cherish  a  just  and  last- 
ing peace  among  ourselves,  and  with  all 
nations." 


I  COURIER,  LINCOLN.  TUJ 

STAMP  CLUB  ASKS  - 
FOR  LOCAL  POSTMARK 

I    Poctmaster  Robert  L.  Davis  re-  ! 
ceived  a  bundle    of    twenty-seven  \ 
stami^d  and    addressed  envelopes 
Thursday  afternoon  from  the  seore- 

t*ary  of  a  philatelic  club  at  Wau- 
watosa.  Wis.,  asking  that  they  be 

mailed  from  the  Uncoln  post  office 

on  Lincoln's  birthday. 
I    This  makco  53  requests  for  the 
Lincoln    po-stmark,    received  from 

stamp  collectors. 
The  secretary  of  the  Wisconsin 

club  explained  that  the  letters  for 

members  were  notices  of  the  club's 

February  meeting. 
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MARY  A.  BENJAMIN,  Director  and  Editor 
ELLEN  C.  AHERN,  Assistant  Editor 
1  EAST  57th  ST.,  NEW  YORK  22  PLaza  8-32S7 

AT  LAST! 

We  are  glad  to  advise  those  of  our  readers 
who  have  ordered  copies  of  Autographs:  A 
Key  to  Collecting  that  publication  has  been 
tentatively  set  by  R.  R.  Bowker  &  Co.  for 
March  twenty-fifth.  The  Editor  is  slightly 
tickled  by  the  choice  of  that  date,  as  it  is  her 
birthday.  The  anniversary  also  comes  within 
two  months  of  being  her  "majority"  in  the 
business.  In  May  of  this  year  it  will  be 
twen'y-one  years  since  she  first  joined  her 
father,  Walter  R.  Benjamin,  as  assistant  and 
general  scrublady.  She  thinks  the  publishers' 
gift  on  the  occasion  a  rather  nice  one,  and, 
even  should  further  delays  cause  the  date  to 
be  shifted,  their  intention  is  greatly  appre- 
ciated. 

COLLECTING  EARLY  POSTAL 
MARKINGS 

By  Joseph  Carson 

There  is  one  fundamental  difference  be- 
tween collecting  autograph  letters  and  col- 
lecting postal  markings.  The  former  is  con- 
cerned usually  with  the  inside,  the  latter 
primarily  with  the  outside.  These  few  words 
sum  up  the  whole  matter. 

Until  a  decade  or  so  ago  little  attention 
was  paid  to  the  outside  of  a  stampless  letter. 
Certain  it  is  that  the  stamp  collector  ignored 
it,  but  as  he  turned  to  the  study  of  the  post 
office  and  all  it  implies,  stampless  covers  took 
on  a  new  significance,  and  their  collecting 
began.  Stamps  of  course  from  the  time  of 
their  appearance  in  the  United  States  in  the 
1 840's  attracted  attention  at  once,  for  they 
had  color  and  artistry.  By  a  stamp  is  meant 
a  paper  label  printed  in  black  or  color  upon 


white  or  tinted  paper  and  intended  to  be 
affixed  to  a  letter  by  an  adhesive.  This  in 
itself  was  revolutionary,  for  prior  to  the  ad- 
vent of  the  stamp  a  letter  went  either  paid 
or  collect,  usually  the  latter,  on  the  theory 
perhaps  that  anybody  was  glad  to  receive 
and  pay  for  a  letter.  In  1856  the  use  of 
stamps  became  mandatory,  and  the  stampless 
era  ended,  with  certain  exceptions  for  do- 
mestic letters.  The  stamp  collector,  however, 
was  interested  only  in  the  stamp,  which  he 
rifdely  tore  from  the  cover  and  pasted  hard 
down  in  a  blank  book  in  a  rather  casual 
manner.  By  such  a  method  an  interesting- 
stamp  was  preserved,  but  the  story  of  that 
stamp's  travels  was  forever  lost.  The  early 
c'oUector  was  a  vandal ;  at  one  motion  he  de- 
stroyed much  of  the  value  of  the  stamp  and 
all  the  value  of  the  cover. 

But  it  is  not  of  such  labels  that  this  article 
deals,  rather  it  is  with  those  earlier  covers 
now  commonly  called  "stampless  covers". 
The  word  "cover"  is  used  advisedly,  for  it 
comprehends  both  a  folded  letter  sheet  as 
well  as  an  envelope.  It  is  fortunate  for  the 
collector  of  such  covers  as  these  that  the 
envelope  was  not  invented,  or  at  least  not 
widely  used,  until  these  same  1840's,  for  in 
preserving  the  folded  letter  the  postal  mark- 
ings were  necessarily  preserved.  They  could 
not  be  soaked  off  like  a  stamp.  To  enclose  a 
letter  in  an  outer  cover  or  an  envelope  was 
to  take  it  out  of  the  "single  sheet"  class  of 
postal  rates  and  subject  it  to  the  double  or 
even  treble  rate.    Rates  in  those  days  were 
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basedj  not  on  weight  primarily,  but  on  dis- 
tance carried,  and  rates  were  high.  The  single 
letter,  therefore,  was  made  up  of  a  piece  of 
paper  slightly  larger  than  the  foolscap  of 
the  present  day,  folded  in  half,  thus  leaving 
three  faces  upon  which  to  write  and  the 
fourth  face  for  the  cover.  When  folded  and 
the  flap  tucked  in  and  held  with  a  wax  seal 
to  protect  it  from  the  inquiring  eyes  of  a 
news-hungry  postmistress,  it  became  a  se- 
curely fastened  object  about  the  size  of  the 
small  commercial  envelope  of  today.  Upon 
the  front  the  name  of  the  prospective  re- 
cipient and  his  address  were  written,  and, 
as  is  now  the  case,  the  postal  markings  were 
placed  both  front  and  back  according  to  a 
rather  varying  custom.  These  markings  had 
all  the  significance  of  the  stamps  and  can- 
cellations of  the  present  day,  and  indeed 
much  more,  for  they  indicated  the  route  such 
as  "stage,"  "ship"  or  "railroad,"  and  the 
rate  whether  in  "pennyweight,"  "cents," 
"free"  or  "paid."  Wiiile  some  of  them  pass- 
ing between  the  smaller  towns  are  uninterest- 
ing, in  the  main  they  are  of  much  interest. 

Tlie  first  hand-struck  marking  appeared  in 
Engl;ind  in  1661.  It  was  invented  by  Henry 
Bishop,  the  Postmaster  General,  and  con- 
sisted of  an  impression  on  the  paper  by  an 
inked  hand  stamp,  as  we  would  call  it,  cut 
from  wood,  metal,  or  both,  of  a  circle  smaller 
than  our  dime,  in  which  appeared  two  letters 
for  the  month  above  a  straight  line  that  bi- 
sected the  circle  and  a  figure  or  figures  for 
the  day  below  the  line.  No  year  was  indi- 
cated. It  has  been  known  as  the  Bishop  mark 
ever  since.  In  similar  form,  but  without  the 
bisecting  line,  it  was  used  by  some  post  offices 
in  this  country,  but,  curiously  enough,  not  for 
almost  a  hundred  years  later.  At  least  that 
is  the  answer  that  philatelic  research  gives  at 
the  present  time. 

And  so  the  earliest  postal  markings  in  this 
country  were  in  manuscript,  while  the  earliest 
hand-struck  marking  thus  far  given  publicity 
by  the  writers  is  1756 — a  date  so  late  in  the 
history  of  the  colonies  as  to  inspire  a  search 
for  earlier  dates.  This  date  is  not  on  the 
cover  but  at  the  liead  of  the  letter,  and  if  it  is 
to  remain  the  earliest  it  can  hardly  be  more 
interesting,  for  it  bears  the  address,  "To 
Coll.  George  Washington  at  Winchester  to 
the  care  of  Benjn.  Franklin  Esq.  in  Phila- 
delphia." It  is  hand  struck  on  the  front  in 
black,  "NEW  YORK,"  one  word  being 
placed  above  the  other.  Washington  was  at 
that  time  twenty-four  years  of  age  but  had 
accompanied  General  Braddock  on  his  ill- 
conceived  attack  upon  Fort  Duquesne  in  the 


preceding  July,  so  he  was  far  from  being  an 
unknown  youngster. 

The  letter  covers  of  this  period,  therefore, 
divide  themselves  into  two  classes ;  those 
prior  to  1756  that  had  but  manuscript  mark- 
ings and  those  after  that  date  which  were 
slowly  giving  way  to  hand-struck  markings 
of  date  and  town  of  origin,  and  much  later 
of  postal  rate.  Like  all  such  improvements, 
no  sharp  line  of  demarcation  can  be  drawn. 
Manuscript  markings,  particularly  in  the 
lesser  towns,  in  whole  or  part,  persisted  for 
a  hundred  years  and  more,  but  hand  strikes 
were  common  in  the  great  centers  like  Bos- 
ton, New  York  and  Philadelphia,  where  their 
use  speeded  up  the  handling  of  an  increasing 
Volume  of  mail  matter. 

One  can  learn  about  these  manuscript  and 
hand-struck  markings  by  an  examination  of 
letter  covers  in  the  Colonial,  Revolutionary 
and  P'ederal  periods.  Necessary  limits  of 
space  will  permit  but  a  bird's-eye  view  of 
their  scope;  they  are  multitudinous  in  word 
and  intent.  They  suggest  length  of  carriage, 
rates  of  postage,  additional  rates,  free  car- 
riage, paid  or  collect,  carriers  on  established 
routes,  special  couriers  outside  the  mails, 
packet  boats,  river  boats,  stages,  post  riders 
and  expresses.  The  system  was  cumbersome, 
not  always  honest  and  uncertain  ever.  Postal 
reforms  were  slow  even  within  tlie  post  office 
and  even  with  the  driving  energy  of  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  the  postmaster,  behind  them. 
One  is  puzzled  often  by  the  markings.  Why 
do  these  figures  appear.''  What  does  this  large 
R  stamped  is  blue  mean.''  Why  is  something 
due  by  the  recipient.^  Even  the  students  in 
rates  and  routes  and  their  history  often  dis- 
agree. And  just  here,  and  indeed  all  around 
the  subject,  lies  the  fascination  of  collecting 
sucli  seemingly  inconsequential  bits  of  paper. 
One  need  not  find  and  pay  for  great  names 
within  such  letters.  The  letter  itself  may  be 
utterly  devoid  of  merit  and  yet  may  be  most 
desirable  as  a  postal  item.  Two  examples 
must  suffice.  One  is  a  letter  from  London 
dated  December  14,  1765.  On  its  face  it  is 
addressed  to  Philadelphia  "pr.  Harriot 
Packt.  via  N.  York."  Now  this  is  far  from 
colorless  when  one  finds  out  that  in  1755 
Franklin  as  a  Crown  Officer  established  a  line 
of  four  mail  packets  to  run  from  Falmouth, 
England,  to  New  York.  They  were  tiny  ves- 
sels of  about  two  hundred  tons  each,  but  they 
were  heavily  manned  and  heavily  armed 
against  mail  robbers  and  pirates.  The  second 
is  a  letter  dated  at  Philadelphia,  October  28, 
1786,  addressed  to  Walnford  (Monmouth 
County,  New  Jersey).  On  the  cover  in  manu- 
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script  is  "By  bordentown  stage  boat,"  while 
on  the  back  appears  twice  a  large  rectangular 
hand  strike  boxing  the  words  "BORDEN- 
TON  &  NEW  YORK  STAGE."  This  is  in 
black.  As  no  rate  is  shown,  this  was  prob- 
ably carried  outside  the  mails  but  carried  on 
the  famous  boat,  stage  and  boat  run  between 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  which  later, 
with  the  advent  of  the  steamboat,  boasted  of 
tlie  trip  in  twenty-two  hours. 

The  autograph  dealers,  the  book  shops,  the 
stamp  dealers,  the  antique  dealers,  the  curio 
shops,  the  junk  shops,  the  unexplored  gar- 
rets, boxes  and  bundles  still  contain  such 
material,  some  of  it  of  great  interest.  All  it 
needs  is  discovery  and  interpretation  leading 
along  pleasant  paths  in  the  history  of  the 
conveyance  of  those  objects  called  letters. 
No  small  niunber  of  books  and  articles  have 
been  written  in  the  past  few  years  about 
these  markings  and  their  history,  and  it  is 
but  certain  prophecy  to  say  that  the  coming 
years  will  produce  many  more,  for  while  the 
surface  has  been  scratched  it  has  not  as  yet 
been  definitively  and  completely  marked. 
This  is  particularly  true  of  the  early  Colonial 
period  where  hand-struck  markings,  if  they 
exist,  have  yet  to  be  publicized. 

The  field  in  stampless-cover  collecting  is 
very  wide,  just  as  the  settlements  starting  on 
the  Atlantic  seaboard,  pressing  up  the  rivers 
and  across  tlie  AUeghenies  to  the  great  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  and  beyond,  became  wide  and 
far  flung.  Behind  these  migrations  followed 
the  official  post  roads  and  the  unofficial  ex- 
presses. All  of  them  meant  markings  on  let- 
ters, hundreds  and  hundreds  of  them.  No 
person  could  or  should  attempt  a  collection 
over  the  whole  field,  for  the  result  would  in- 
evitably be  a  mass  of  disassociated  material 
of  little  meaning,  strong  in  some  categories 
but  weak  in  most. 

The  collector  must  specialize,  therefore, 
and .  the  locality  in  which  he  lives  will  give 
him  the  hint.  If  he  lives  in  a  coastal  town  it 
might  be  ship  or  railroad  or  river  markings ; 
if  back  from  the  seaboard,  town  markings 
whether  limited  to  a  few  counties  or  a  whole 
state.  Lastly,  but  by  no  means  finally,  he 
might  collect  franked  covers,  those  marked 
free  by  postmasters,  congressmen,  and  Fed- 
eral officials  high  and  low  up  to  the  presi- 
dents and  their  widows.  All  these  and  others 
enjoyed  the  franking  privilege.  But  the 
simple  markings  in  one's  locality  are  after 
all  a  good  starting  point,  and  the  collector 
should  keep  in  mind  always  that  the  "stamp- 
less  era"  ended  in  1856. 


WARNING 

We  feel  that  at  this  time  a  warning  should 
be  given  our  readers  not  to  become  too  deliri- 
ous with  joy  when  they  receive  a  handwritten 
letter — more  correctly  an  A.N.S.,  Autograph 
Note  SigTied — of  Winston  Churchill,  written 
on  an  octavo  sheet  and  bearing  the  crest  or 
monogram  of  the  House  of  Commons  and,  in 
the  lower  left  hand  corner,  the  year.  The 
item  is  apt  to  be,  more  likely  than  not,  a  fac- 
simile. Possessors  of  tlie  notes  have  come  to 
us,  gleeful  in  their  pride,  only  to  learn  the 
truth  and  depart  crestfallen.  We  saved  one 
such  recent  visitor  the  expense  of  a  costly 
frame  he  proposed  having  made  for  liis 
treasure. 

If  one  stops  to  analyze  the  reason  for  Mr. 
Churcliill's  adoption  of  this — to  collectors  at 
least — nefarious  custom,  it  is  perfectly  under- 
standable. Admirers  of  the  former  Prime 
Minister  the  world  over  have  written  to  him 
asking  him  for  his  autograph.  Were  he  to 
answer  tlieir  requests  he  would  probably  have 
time  to  do  little  else.  Quite  naturally,  then, 
lie  resorted  to  a  facsimile  reproduction  of  an 
original  note  written  by  him.  In  it  he  courte- 
ously acknowledges  his  correspondent's  letter 
and  signs  himself  "Winston  S.  Churchill." 
Other  statesmen  have  availed  themselves  of  a 
similar  escape  from  the  penalty  of  fame. 
Among  the  better-known  ones  was  Prince 
Otto  von  Bismarck,  the  Iron  Chancellor,  who, 
as  he  advanced  in  years  and  passed  the  eight- 
ies, received  progressively  greater  quantities 
of  congratulatory  and  friendly  messages  on 
each  succeeding  occasion.  It  would  have  been 
physically  impossible  for  him  to  answer  all 
of  them.  He  too,  therefore,  chose  to  adopt 
the  facsimile  note  of  thanks,  and  examples  of 
it  appear  on  the  market  with  a  certain  degree 
of  regularity.  Some  of  these  acknowledg- 
ments have  been  traced  over  by  unscrupulous 
persons  to  give  them  a  semblance  of  veri- 
similitude. 

When  in  facsimile  neither  the  Bismarck  nor 
the  Churchill  letter  has  any  value  whatsoever. 
The  test  to  identify  the  facsimile  is  the  ink 
eradicator.  The  brand  of  eradicator  is  not 
of  particular  importance.  If  a  drop  of  the 
liquid  is  applied  with  a  small  blunted  instru- 
ment to  an  inconspicuous  portion  of  the  item 
and  the  ink  does  not  budge  nor  fade  out,  the 
autograph  is  facsimile.  Ink  eradicator  will 
obliterate  ink  of  whatever  color  or  period 
with  two  exceptions — printer's  ink  and  India 
ink.  Few  individuals,  except  perhaps  cartoon- 
ists, use  India  ink  for  ordinary  correspon- 
dence. 


52 


THE  COLLECTOR 


WANT  LIST 

Autographs  of  the  following  names  and 
subjects  are  sought  by  some  of  our  customers, 
and  we  should  like  to  hear  from  any  readers 
who  can,  and  are  willing  to,  supply  them.  We 
shall  act  as  agent  in  the  sale  and  purchase  of 
the  items,  charging  a  small  sum  for  our  ser- 
vices, with  a  minimum  fee  proportionate  to 
the  value.  Naturally,  we  make  ourselves  re- 
sponsible for  an}'  items  consigned  to  our  care 
while  negotiations  are  going  on. 

Alljany  Congress,  Members: 

Conn.  —  Williams,  Elisha;  Wolcott, 
Roger,  Jr. 

Md. — Barnes,  Albert;  Tasker,  Benjamin. 
Mass.  —  Hutchinson,   Thomas;  Partridge, 

Oliver;  Welles,  Samuel. 
N.  H.  —  Atkinson,  Theodore;  Sherburn, 

Henry. 

N.  Y. — Chambers,  John;  DeLancey,  James; 

Murray,  Joseph. 
Penn. — Norris,  Isaac. 
R.  I. — Howard,  Martin. 

Annapolis  Convention,  Members: 

N.  J. — Shureman,  James. 

N.  Y.— Livingston,  R.  R. 

Va.  —  Jones,  Walter;  Ronald,  William; 
Ross,  David;  Smith,  Meriwether;  Tuck- 
er, St.  George. 

Articles  of  Confederation,  Signers: 
Conn. — Stearns,  Andrew. 
Del. — Van  Dyke,  Nicholas. 
Ga. — Langworthy,  Edward;  Walton,  John. 
N.  J. — Scudder,  Nathaniel. 
N.  H. — Wentworth,  John. 
N.  Car. — Harnett,  Cornelius;  Williams,  Jno. 
Penn. — Smith,  Jno.  Bayard. 
R.  I. — Collins,  John;  Marchant,  Henry. 
S.  Car. — Dray,  William  H.;  Mathews,  Jno. 
Va.  —  Adams,  Thomas;   Bannister,  John; 
Harvie,  Jno. 

California  Governors. 

Campbell,  Thomas.    British  poet. 

Carroll,  Lewis  (Charles  L.  Dodgson).  Author 

"Alice's  Adventures  in  Wonderland". 
Charlotte,  Queen.    Wife  of  George  III. 
Chess. 

Colonies,  17th  Century  Dutch  and  Portuguese. 
Confederate  photographs,  signed. 

Constitutional  Convention,  Afembers: 

Ga. — Houston,  William;  I^ierce,  William. 
Md.  —  Lee,  Thomas  S.;  Martin,  Luther; 

Mercer,  James  F. 
N.  J. — Neilson,  John. 

N.  H. — Pickering,  John;  West,  Benjamin. 
N.  Y. — Lansing,  John. 

N.  Car. — Caswell,  Richard;  Davie,  William 
R.;  Jones,  Willie;  Martin,  Alexander. 

Va.  —  McClurg,  James;  Mason,  George; 
Nelson,  Thomas. 

Dancing  and  Dancers. 

Dartmouth  College. 

Davis,  Rebecca  Harding.  Novelist. 

Delacroix,  F.  V.  E.    French  painter. 

Descartes,  Rene.    French  scientist. 


FOR  SALE 

All  letters  and  documents  listed  below  are  guar- 
anteed to  be  originals  as  they  came  from  the 
hands  of  the  writers.  They  constitute  only  a 
small  fraction  of  our  large  stock.  If  the  name 
or  the  subject  in  which  you  are  interested  does 
not  appear  here,  please  write  or  telephone  us, 
for  it  may  well  be  included  among  the  over 
50,000  items  in  our  files.  We  shall  be  glad  to 
send  details  and  quotations. 

Description:.  A — Autograph;  L  —  Letter;  S — 
Signed;'  Ms — Manuscript;  D  —  Document; 
N — Note;  Q — Quotation. 

Size:  fol. — folio,  roughly  12  ins.  x  16  ins.;  4to — 
quarto,  roughly  8  ins.  x  12  ins.;  8vo — octavo, 
roughly  6  ins.  x  8  ins.;  16mo — sextodecimo, 
roughly  4  ins.  x  6  ins.;  obi. — oblong  (varies); 
p. — page  (one  side  of  sheet);  pp.  —  pages; 
n.y. — no  year;  n.d. — no  date. 

A.L.S. — Autograph  Letter  Signed — is  a  letter 
both  handwritten  and  signed  by  the  individ- 
ual; A.L.  is  a  letter  written  by  the  person 
mentioned  but  not  signed;  L.S.  is  a  printed 
letter  or  one  written  by  a  clerk,  but  signed 
by  the  individual  in  question. 

For  orders  of  $1  or  less,  postage  will  be  charged. 


J  430  CLINTON,  James.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  4to, 
Jan.  6,  1781.  To  his  wife.  Affectionate  letter 
telling  of  his  disappointment  in  not  being  able 
to  make  a  trip  to  see  her.  "...  I  Determined 
to  wait  till  the  slaying  was  better  but  (.'Mas) 
it  is  now  all  gone  here  I  am  Afraid  we  will 
have  but  Little  good  Slaying  this  winter  .  .  . 
the  Assembly  was  to  have  met  here  Last  Tues- 
day but  there  is  but  very  few  of  them  Arrived 
the  Govr,  is  not  here  vet  though  Expected  everv 
day,"  etc.  '  $15.00 

J  431  CLINTON.  D.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  Mar.  3,  1789. 
Receipt  for  his  salary  as  a  member  of  the  N.  Y. 
Senate.  The  statement  of  his  account  is  certi- 
fied by  Pierre  Van  Cortlandt,  President  of  the 
Senate.  $5.00 

J  432  CORNWALLIS,  Lord  Charles.  British 
General  in  Revolution.  Surrendered  at  York- 
town.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  4to,  Madras,  Dec.  21,  1790. 
To  William  Cowper.  Splendid  letter  on  war 
matters,  written  when  in  India.  ".  .  .  the  en- 
emy .  .  .  have  not  committed  much  depredation 
.  .  .  and  seem  principally  attentive  to  our  future 
movements.  I  have  done  every  thing  in  my 
power  to  hasten  the  General's  march  to  the 
Northward,  and  have  given  him  a  greater  lati- 
tude about  the  evacuation  of  Carver,  as  I  think 
it  better  even  to  hazard  the  loss  of  a  small 
garrison  in  that  place,  than  to  delay  at  this 
critical  juncture,  the  great  plan  of  our  future 
operations,"  etc.  $35.00 

J  433  CROGHAN,  George.  Indian  agent  un- 
der Sir  William  Johnson.  Captain  in  Brad- 
dock's  expedition  of  1755.  A.D.S.,  Ip.,  4to, 
Oct.  26,  1769.  To  Major  Funda,  asking  him 
to  give  the  bearer  "two  half  barrels  powder  & 
400  barrls.  Lead"  and  charge  it  to  his  account. 
Very  rare.     Inlaid.  $75.00 
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J  435  CROUCH,  F.  NichoUs.  British  com- 
poser. Best  remembered  for  his  famous  song 
"Kathleen  Mavourneen."  A.Ms.S.,  6pp.,  fol., 
Bahimore,  Sept.  23,  1887.  Copy  of  the  lyrics 
of  "Kathleen  Mavourneen,"  with  an  interesting 
description  of  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  composed  and  first  introduced  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  a  glossary  of  the  Irish  words  used. 
Signed  twice.  With  this  is  an  A.Ms.S.,  6pp., 
fol.,  Baltimore,  Sept.  23,  1887.  Lyrics  of  "Der- 
mot  Astore!"  "Their  Marriage!"  and  "The 
Death  of  Dermot!",  which  are  a  continuation 
of  the  story  of  "Kathleen  Mavourneen,"  with  an 
explanation  of  the  background  of  the  story  and 
its  significance.    The  collection.  $50.00 

J  436  CUTTING,  John  B.  Apothecary  of 
Hospital  Eastern  Department  and  of  the  Mid- 
dle Department  during  the  Revolution.  A.L.S., 
Ip.,  fol.,  Baltimore,  1781.  To  James  McHenry, 
then  member  of  Md.  Senate.  Interesting  item 
about  an  anonymous  letter  McHenry  had  sent 
to  the  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  the  mixed 
feeling  with  which  this  letter  had  been  received. 
In  optimistic  vein  Cutting  writes:  "...  A  choice 
of  Conquests  await  our  Arms. — Arnold's  fall 
inevitable.  Cornwallis's  probable.  Clinton's 
not  impossible,"  etc.    Rare.  $10.00 

J  437  DANDRIDGE,  Benjamin.  Nephew  of 
Mrs.  Washington.  Served  as  private  secretary 
to  the  President.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  German- 
town,  Sept.  11,  1794.  To  John  D.  DeLacy. 
Interesting  letter  showing  Washington's  atti- 
tude toward  the  employment  of  foreigners  by 
the  government.  ".  .  .  there  are  too  many  ap- 
plications from  citizens  of  our  own  Country, 
fully  adequate  to  the  task,  to  think  of  admit- 
ting foreigners  into  our  service  in  preference 
to  them,"  etc.  $10.00 

J  438  DARWIN,  Charles.  Great  British 
scientist.  A.L.S.,  3pp.,  8vo,  Beckenham,  Kent, 
May  5,  n.y.  ".  .  .  It  is  of  course  a  great  satis- 
faction to  me  to  hear  that  my  works  have  in 
any  way  interested  an  instructed  &  observing 
person. — I  am  rather  surprised  at  what  you 
say  about  certain  plants  not  .  .  .  flowering  in 
the  Sandwich  [Hawaiian]  Islands  .  .  .  There  is 
nothing  I  shd  enjoy  so  much  as  to  visit  Cali- 
fornia," etc.  $12.50 

J  439  DAYTON,  Elias.  General  in  Revolu- 
tion. With  James  Wolfe  at  Quebec.  N.  J. 
member  Continental  Congress.  A.D.S.,  Ip.,  8vo, 
n.d.  Account  of  goods  purchased  for  the  Jersey 
Brigade.  $10.00 

J  440  DAYTON.  D.S.,  Ip.,  fol.,  Nov.  6,  1797. 
Appointment  of  Jonathan  Dayton  as  attorney 
for  James  Bowers.  The  entire  body  of  the 
document  is  in  the  hand  of  Jonathan  Dayton, 
son  of  Elias,  and  Signer  of  the  Constitution. 
Fine  association  item.  $10.00 

J  441  DAYTON.  D.S.,  Ip.,  fol,  Apr.  17,  1798. 
Appointment  of  Dayton  as  attorney  for  David 
Ogden.  Signed  by  Ogden  and  by  Dayton  as 
Mayor  of  Elizabeth.    With  etched  portrait,  4to. 

$5.00 

J  442  DAYTON,  Jonathan.  N.  J.  Signer  of 
Constitution  and  member  Continental  Congress. 


Colonel  in  Revolution.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  Phila- 
delphia, Jan.  21,  1797.  On  business  and  other 
matters.  ".  .  .  Enclosed  are  the  returns  for 
eleven  counties,  which  will  shew  that  Farmer 
Linn  has  omitted  his  brother  farmers,  &  indeed 
that  they  have  been  generally  jealous  of  each 
other,"  etc.  $10.00 

J  443  DAYTON.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  Philadel- 
phia, Dec.  24,  1792.  To  Jonathan  Burrall,  cash- 
ier.   On  financial  matters.  $10.00 

J  444  DAYTON.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  fol.,  Elizabeth- 
town,  July  1,  1821.  To  Chief  Justice  Andrew 
Kirkpatrick.  Sending  him  an  anonymous  let- 
ter which  is  apparently  from  some  person  who 
is  trying  to  make  trouble  between  them,  and 
explaining  that  the  rumors  that  he  was  planning 
to  supplant  Kirkpatrick  are  not  true.  $10.00 

J  445  DEANE,  Silas.  Conn,  member  Conti- 
nental Congress.  Commissioner  to  France  dur- 
ing the  Revolution,  with  Franklin  and  Arthur 
Lee.  A.D.S.,  2pp.,  4to,  1777.  An  account  of 
the  "State  of  Mr.  Montieus  Charges  in  Acct. 
against  Congress."  John  J.  Montieu  was  a 
Paris  merchant  who  sided  with  the  American 
cause  and  supplied  ships  and  arms  to  the  Amer- 
ican army.  Deane's  name  appears  many  times 
in  the  body  of  the  manuscript.  The  account 
shows  the  extent  of  his  contracts  for  ships  and 
supplies  in  France.  Among  the  items  listed 
are:  "To  the  Charter  of  five  Shipps  Pr  Agree- 
ment of  15th  Octo.  1776.  No.  5.  amounting  to 
381400  Liv  of  which  269400  was  paid  by  Mons. 
Beaumarchais  &  112000  by  Notes  or  Bills  of 
S  Deane,"  "To  6000  Suits  of  Cloaths  &  Charges 
.  .  .  222000,"  etc.     Important  historical  item. 

$35.00 

J  446  DEANE.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  Wethersfield, 
July  23,  1770.  To  Matthew  Tallcott.  Fine  pre- 
Revolutionary  letter  asking  him  about  the  ad- 
visability of  calling  a  meeting  of  merchants. 
".  .  .  My  Reasons  for  it  are  almost  solely  in 
order  to  prevent  the  Distractions  the  Colony 
must  be  thrown  into,  unless  some  general  plan 
be  adopted  before  the  arrival  of  the  New  York 
Goods,  for  if  Goods  must  be  introduced  I  think 
we  ought  by  No  means  to  give  Our  Custom 
to  Those  who  have  first  given  away,  and  de- 
serted The  Common  Cause,"  etc.  $25.00 

J  447  DEANE.  A.D.S.,  Ip.,  oblong,  Feb.  23, 
1761.  Receipt  for  money  from  "the  Honbl. 
Conmiittee  of  the  free  Grammar  School  in 
Hartford."  $12.50 

J  448  DEARBORN,  Henry.  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral in  Revolution.  Aide  to  Washington  and 
Secretary  of  War  in  his  cabinet.  A.L.S.,  3pp., 
4to,  Lisbon,  Feb.  21,  1823.  To  his  son,  Henry 
A.  S.  Dearborn,  whose  signature  is  often  con- 
fused with  that  of  the  General.  Interesting 
letter  discussing  the  fruits  and  buildings  of 
Portugal  and  commenting  on  the  determination 
of  that  country  and  Spain  to  resist  any  en- 
croachments from  France.  ".  .  .  In  the  dis- 
cussion in  the  Cortis  several  of  the  Members 
quoted  the  sentiments  expressed  by  our  Presi- 
dent [Monroe]  in  his  message  to  Congress  rela- 
tive to  the  impropriety  of  any  Nation's  inter- 
fering with  the  internal  arrangements  of  an- 
other Nation,"  etc.  $10.00 
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J  449  DEARBORN.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  4to,  Bos- 
ton, Apr.  26,  1825.  To  Samuel  L.  Southard 
Secretary  of  Navy.  Recommending  Thomas 
Wilson  A'lelvill  for  appointment  as  a  Midship- 

$5.00 

J  450  DE  HART,  John.  N.  J.  member  Con- 
tinental Congress.  A.D.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  n.d.  Notice 
to  Matthias  Williamson,  attorney  for  the  de- 
fendant, that  the  trial  of  John  Hunt  vs.  Caleb 
Jeff ers  will  take  place  on  July  5  at  9  a.m.  "at 
New  Ark  before  the  Judges  of  the  Inferior 
Court  of  common  Pleas."  Written  as  attorney 
for  the  plaintiff.    Rare.  $7.50 

^7«^^  ^^^AKT.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  4to,  Mar.  10, 
17«4.  To  Robert  Morris.  Advising  him  about 
a  legal  case.  ".  .  .  if  the  Case  was  worth  it  it 
would  be  best  remove  it  into  the  Supreme  Court 
where  the  proceedings  would  be  de  novo  & 
you  might  rectify  your  pleadings  and  rely  upon 
the  Law  that  may  arise  in  the  Cause,"  etc 

$15.00 

J  452  DELLIUS,  Godfriedus.  Dutch  Re- 
formed clergyman  of  Colonial  N.  Y  Sent  by 
Governor  Bellomont  as  agent  to  Frontenac. 
iJ.b.,  Ip.,  oblong,  Albany,  July  27,  1691  Re- 
ceipt given  to  Robert  Livingston  for  Dellius' 
hrst  quarter's  salary  as  pastor  of  the  Albanv 
•    Church.    Rare.  $1500 

{?i  ?ICKENS,  Charles.  British  novelist 
A  L.b.,  3pp.,  4to,  186  Strand,  Jan.  1,  1842  Part 
■  of  his  will,  written  in  the  form  of  a  letter  short- 
ly before  his  departure  on  his  first  visit  to 
America.  "...  I  wish  you  .  .  .  to  make,  while 
1  ani  away,  such  payments  as  I  have  mentioned 
in  the  other  will  ...  As  a  security  for  these 
advances,  you  hold  three  policies  effected  by 
me  on  my  life,  with  the  Britannica  Life  Assur- 
ance Company  ...  I  should  not  feel  at  ease 
on  leaving  England,  if  I  did  not  tell  you  once 
more  with  my  whole  heart,  that  your  conduct 
to  me  on  this  and  on  all  other  occasions,  has 
been  very  honorable,  manly,  and  generous;  and 
that  i  have  felt  it  a  solemn  dutv  in  the  event 
of  any  accident  happening  to  me  while  I  am 
away  to  place  this  testimony  upon  record  It 
forms  part  of  a  Will  I  have  made  for  the'  se- 
curity of  my  children,"  etc.  Signed  twice 
^silked  and  partly  stained,  but  easily  legible 

$75'.00 

(t^^'^.  ^LS^^^'^V  ^  L-S-  2pp.,  8vo.  London, 
Nov.  2,  1847.  To  James  M.  Scott.  Regretting 
that  he  cannot  make  any  more  public  eno-aoe- 
ments  in  Scotland,  even  though  he  is  much 
interested  in  the  institution  to  which  his  cor- 
respondent called  his  attention.  $20.00 

J  455  DICKENS.  L.S.,  2pp.,  8vo,  Carlton 
House.  Feb.  22  n.y.  To  Charles  S.  Francis. 
1  hanking  him  for  a  book  and  asking  him  to 
assure  the  authoress  that  he  "shall  not  fail  to 
read  the  Book  through,  in  the  course  of  my 
travels  here."  ^^q/q 

J  456  DICKENS.  Carte-de-visite  photograph 
niade  by  John  and  Charles  Watkins,  photogra- 

1°  ^i*"  of  Wales  and 

1  ne  Lx  Royal  Family  of  France."  $2.50 

J  457  DISRAELI,  Benjamin.  Lord  Beacons- 
held.     British    statesman.     A.L.S.,    3pp.,  8vo, 


Grosvenor  Gate,  Feb.  10,  1845.   To  H  F  Halle 
Friendly  letter  thanking  him  for  sending  the 
Britannic    Censor"   and   apologizing   for  not 
writing  sooner.  $10  00 

^J?,?A?LI.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  4to,  n.d. 
Signed  D."  To  R.  S.  Wright,  complaining 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  find  him  in  on 
numerous  occasions.  ^5  qq 

J  459  DIVORCE.  Interesting  group  of  six 
papers  relative  to  the  divorce  of  Daniel  Mathew 
and  Penelope  Smith,  Feb.-Apr.,  1745,  including 
a  U  b.,  Ip.,  fol.,  granting  permission  by  the 
Lords  in  Parliament  for  the  bill  for  divorce  to 
be  brought  in,  signed  by  Ashley  Cowper,  Clerk  ' 
of  Parliament;  D  S.,  Ip.,  fol.,  ordering  James 
McDowall  and  others  to  attend  the  House  of 
Lords  when  the  act  is  to  be  read;  etc.  Curious 
lot,  showing  how  divorce  cases  were  handled 
in  Lngland  in  the  eighteenth  century.  $5.00 

J  460  p'OYLY  CARTE,  R.  British  theatri- 
cal producer.  Noted  for  his  production  of  Gil- 
bert and  Sullivan  operettas.  L.S.,  Ip.,  4to  Lon- 
don Jan.  11,  1932.  To  Edith  J.  R.  Isaacs.  About 
Sullivan  s  orchestration  for  the  operettas  men- 
tioning the  fact  that  the  original  scores  have 
never  been  published.  ^7  59 

•^f^^/    ^y?^^^'  J°'^Ph-    Colonial  Governor 
25  2pp.,  8vo,  Boston,  Aug.  6  1711 

io  W.  W.  "The  Expedition  to  Canada  has 
stript  mee  of  all  powers  to  Defend  my  self  or 
secure  the  Coast,  they  have  1500  men  from 
mee  for  the  land  &  sea,  they  have  caryed  away 
Captain  Mathews  ship  &  left  an  order  for  Cap- 
tain Southack  in  the  Gale  to  follow  them  with 
three  ships  under  his  Care  with  Victuals  & 
stores,    etc.    Interesting.  ^J2  50 

J  462  DUDLEY  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  8vo,  Boston, 
Jan.  /,  1711  To  Mr.  Story.  On  matters  per- 
taining to  the  Council.  $12.50 

f.7o^   p-^u^W-     ^-^S-  8vo,  Dec.  6, 

16/9.  Richard  Stowe,  Edward  Johnson,  John 
Harris  and  William  Everton  of  Charlestown 
innkeepers,  are  ordered  to  appear  in  court  and 
answer  a  charge  of  not  having  paid  their  taxes.' 

$10.00 

J  464  DULAC,  Edmund.  Artist,  illustrator 
and  stage  designer.  Best  known  for  his  illus- 
trated editions  of  Andersen's  Fairy  Tales  "The 
Arabian  Nights,"  "The  Rubaiyat  "  etc  A  L  S 
Ip.,  4to,  London,  Jan.  12,  1919.  About  makino' 
an  appointment  to  paint  a  portrait  of  his  cor'^ 
respondent's  young  son,  explaining  that  he  has 
been  busy  with  a  play  he  is  staging.  $17.50 

J  465  DU  MAURIER,  George  L.  P  British 
novelist  and  artist.  Author  of  "Trilby"  etc 
To  Mr.  Bouker.  A.L.S  2pp.,  8vo,  Hampstead 
Heath,  Oct.  8,  n.y.  About  some  drawings  he 
was  making  to  illustrate  a  book.  $5.00 

J  466  DU  MAURIER.  A.L.S.,  2pp.,  8vo 
Hampstead,  n.d.  About  lecturing  in  Dublin  and 
his  prices.  The  name  of  the  addressee  has  been 
cut  out,  but  no  words  of  the  letter  itself  are 
affected.  ^50^ 

J  467  DU  MAURIER.  A.L.S.,  Ip.,  8v^ 
Hampstead,  June  19,  1888.     To  Mr.  Osgood! 
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Lincoln  RPO  Cancellations 

Harry  L  Anderson 

No  matter  what  your  philatelic  specialty  may  be,  it  seems  that  one 
collector  is  always  ready  to  help  another.  Recently,  an  LSP  member 
asked  if  we  knew  how  many  Railway  Post  Offices  (RPO's)  there  were 
that  had  the  name  "Lincoln"  in  them. 

Well,  our  SOS  flag  went  out  to  Warren  F.  Kimball,  Jr.  of  the 
Mobile  Post  Office  Society,  and  it  wasn't  long  until  he  had  an  answer 
for  us.  In  fact,  they  even  ran  a  contest  in  their  society  publication 
and  many  of  their  members  came  through  with  different  listings. 

The  compilation  shown  below  is  by  no  means  complete,  and  if  any 
of  Linn's  readers  can  add  to  it  please  contact  me  at  7902  Marinette, 
Houston,  Texas  77036. 

Of  those  "Lincoln"  Railway  Post  Office  cancellations,  we  show  in 
order  the  name  of  route  and  the  Railroad,  Mileage  and  Dates  (from- 
to)  concerned: 

Columbus  S(  Lincoln  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  71  miles,  1900-1953. 
Nebraska  Qty  &  Lincoln  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  ?,  1929-1936, 
Nebraska  C5ty  &  Lincobi  (Nebr.),  MP,  60,  1892-1903. 
Red  Oak  (Iowa)  St  Lincoln  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  109,  188ft-1913;  1936-1940. 
Sioux  aty  (Iowa)  &  Lincoln  (Nebraska),  CB&Q,  133,  1906-1931; 
1942-1950. 

Fremont  &  Lincoln  (Nebr.),  CNW,  51,  1887-1894;  189&.1907;  1924-193L 
1907^.°""  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^  ^  Lincoln  (Nebraska),  CNW,  90,  1894-1899; 

Omaha  &  Lincoln  (Nebr.),  UP,  ?,  1907-1907  (one  year), 
Lincoln  &  Alliance  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  ?,  1888-1889. 
Lincoln  &  Alma  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  225,  1888-1890;  1894-1905L 
Lincoln  (Nebr.)  &  Billings  (Mont.),  CB&Q,  841,  1896-* 
Lincohi  &  Central  City  (Nebr.),  UP,  ?,  1907-1907  (one  year). 
LincoUi  (Nebraska),  &  Concordia  (Kans.),  CB&Q,  143,  18*8-1901; 

Lincoln  &  Crawford  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  ?,  1889-1891. 
Lincoln  (Nebr.)  &  Deadwood  (S.  Dak.),  CB&Q,  585,  189H895. 
Lincoln  &  Falls  City  <Nebr.),  CB&Q,  110,  1913-1924. 
Lincoln  &  Grand  Island  (Nebr.),  UP,  117,  194^1952. 
LincoUl  &  Hastings  (Nebr.),  C&NW,  178,  1931-1933. 
Lincoln  (Nebr.)  &  Kansas  City  (Mo.),  CB&Q,  209,  1900-1958. 
Lincota  (Nebr.)  &  Manhattan  (Kans.),  UP.  133,  1888-?;  1894-1942. 
Lincoln  &  O'Neill  (Nebr.),  CB&Q,  263,  1931-1942. 
Lincoln  &  Plymouth  (New  Hamp.),  Boston  &  Maine,  ?,  1916-1916 
(one  year). 

Lincoln  (Nebr.)  &  St.  Joseph  (Mo.),  CB&Q,  146,  1956-* 
Lincohi  (Nebr.)  &  Sheridan  (Wyo.),  CB&Q,  ?,  1895-1896. 
Lincoln  &  Stromsburg  (Nebr.),  UP,  ?,  1902-1907. 
Lincoln  &  Superior  (Nebr.),  C&NW,  ?,  1933-1935. 
Uncoln  (No.  Car.)  &  Chester  (So.  Car.)  Carolina  &  N.  West,.  64. 
1882-1882.  '  ' 


LINCOLN  SOCIETY  OF  PHILATELY 
1501  Melrose  Building 
Houston,  Texas  77002 

M.  Allen  Banks, 
Publicity  Director 


POSTAL  AUTHORITIES  O.K. 
FORD'S  THEATRE  CANCEL 
FOR  SHRINE  RE-OPENING 

The  Post  Office  Department  has  revealed  to  the  Lincoln  Society  of  Philately 
that  it  will  issue  a  special  Slogan  Cancel  to  mark  the  reopening,  in  Washington, 
D.C, ,  of  Ford's  Theatre  on  January  30th,  where  Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 
The  announcement  came  in  a  letter  from  Ralph  R.  Rae,  Director  of  the  Special 
Services  Branch,  to  Irving  Weinberg,   (627 Princeton  Ave.  ,  Philadelphia,  Pa.) 
President  of  the  Society.  i 

"We  are  elated  by  the  decision  which  will  philatelically  recognize  the 
rededication  of  one  of  our  great  national  shrines,"  Weinberg  stated.  "We  are  pleased 
the  Post  Office  Department  reconsidered  the  Society's  petition  for  the  Slogan 
Cancel,  and  has  seen  the  full  significance  of  calling  worldv/ide  attention,  through 
philately,  to  the  theatre  which  is  being  reopened  as  a  living  memorial  to 
Abraham  Lincoln."  .  . 

The  Lincoln  Society  of  Philately,  an  international  organization  of  philatel- 
ists specializing  in  worldwide  stamps  featuring  Abraham  Lincoln,  led  the  campaign 
for  the  Slogan  Cancel,  which  originally  was  rejected  by  the  postal  authorities. 
When  V/einberg  petitioned  Rae  again  the  entire  situation  was  reviewed  and  the 
cancel  authorized.  I 

The  "inaugural  Evening"  of  Ford's  Theatre  will  be  attended  by  President 
Johnson,  Cabinet  Members,  Members  of  Congress,  the  Diplomat  Corps,  and  their 
wives,  A  special  T.V,  program  of  the  event,  sponsored  by  the  Lincoln  National 

Life  Insurance  Co.,  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind,,  will  be  viewed  over  the  C,B,S,  network, 

•  ■  i 

■         •  (more) 


Lincoln-2-2-2 


In  his  letter  to  Weinberg,  Rae  was  careful  to  point  out  that  in  1965  the 
Post  Office  Department,  in  response  to  a  request  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior, 
permitted  a  Slogan  Canel  to  announce  the  beginning  of  the  $2,500,000  restoration 
program.  Ford's  Theatre  comes  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  National  Park 
Service  of  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  , 

"The  rededication  is  part  of  the  restoration,"  Rae  wrote,  "so  if  another 
celebrating  event  is  planned  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  when  the  theatre 
is  rededicated,  the  use  of  a  special  cancellation,  similar  to  the  one  heretofore 
approved,  can  be  Authorized." 

He  has  requested  that  the  Society  obtain  a  statement  from  the  Department  of 
the  Interior  that  the  use  of  the  special  cancellation  will  in  no  way  interfere 
with  any  plans  they  have  in  connection  with  the  rededication. 

For  this  purpose , Weinberg  has  appointed  Col.  Handle  B,  Truett , (1622  No.  Harrison 
St.,  Arlington,  Va.)  a  Society  Director,  to  coordinate  the  work  of  the  two  groups 
so  as  to  comply  with  Rae's  request .. Until  his  retirement.  Col.  Truett  was  with 
the  National  Park  Service  as  Director  of  the  Lincoln  Museum  (Ford's  Theatre)  and 
the  Lincoln  Memorial,  .  . 

The  suggested  suggested  wording  for  the  new  Slogan  Cancel  would  read: 
"Ford's  Theatre,  Restoration  and  Rededication."  The  Society  has  requested  the 
Slogan  Cancel  be  used  from  January  30th  through  Aptil  14th,  the  day  of  Lincoln's 
assassination  in  1865,  and  the  last  time  the  building  was  used  as  a  theatre.  The 
final  decision  rests  with  the  Post  Office  Department.  The  cost  of  the  die  for 
the  Slogan  Cancel  will  be  paid  for  by  the  Lincoln  Society  of  Philately, 

########### 
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POST  OFFICE  DEPARTMENT 

BUREAU  OF  OPERATIONS 
WASHINGTON,  D.  C.  20260 
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October  31,  1967 


Mr.  Irving  Weinberg,  President 
Lincoln  Society  of  Philately 
672  Princeton  Avenue 
Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  19111 

Dear  Mr.  Weinberg: 

We  have  carefully  reviewed  the  request  for  a  special  cancellation 
to  advertise  the  opening  of  the  rebuilt  Ford's  Theatre  in 
Washington . 

At  the  beginning  of  the  restoration  in  1965  we  approved  at  the  re- 
quest of  the  Department  of  the  Interior  a  special  cancellation 
reading:  ' 

"Ford' s  Theatre  .  , 

Restoration 
i  '  1865  -  1965" 

The  rededication  is  a  part  of  the  restoration  so  if  another  cele- 
brating event  is  planned  by  the  Department  of  the  Interior  when  the 
theatre  is  rededicated  the  use  of  a  special  cancellation  similar  to 
the  one  heretofore  approved  can  be  authorized.     However,   it  is  re- 
quired by  law  that  the  sponsor  pay  for  this  special  cancellation  die 
hub . 

We  suggest  the  wording  "Ford's  Theatre,  Restoration  and  Rededication" 
since  this  wording  relates  to  the  restoration. 

You  should  furnish  us  a  statement  from  the  Department  of  the  Interior 
that  the  use  of  this  special  cancellation  will  in  no  way  interfere  with 
any  plans  they  have  in  connection  with  the  rededication.     Also  please 
advise  us  of  the  date  and  proposed  schedule  of  celebrating  events. 

Upon  receipt  of  this  information  together  with  your  approval  of  the  sug- 
gested wording  and  the  name  and  address  of  the  sponsor  to  be  billed  for 
the  cost  of  the  die  hub,  we  will  place  your  order  with  the  manufacturer. 
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Britain  Will  Honor 
Abraham  Lincoln 


By  KATHRYN  HANSULD 


oy  ^M..i.x..,   

For  the  first  time  in  its  his- 
tory, the  British  post  office  is 
honoring  an  American. 

British  postal  authorities 
have  sanctioned  a  one-day 
'slogan  cancel  in  observance 
of  the  160th  anniversary  of 
the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, 

To  further  enhance  the  sig- 
nificance of  this  philatehc 
first,  the  cancel  will  be  used 
exclusively  at  Lmcohi,  the 
capital  of  Lincohishire,  130 
miles  noi-th  of  London. 

The  circular  die  slogan  can- 
cel to  be  used  Feb.  12  will 
I  read  "Abraham  Lincoln,  160th 
birthday,  1809-1969,  12th  Feb. 
»69,  Lincobi,  Gt.  Britain." 

This  is  the  result  of  a  joint 
hands  -  across  -  the  -  sea 
effort  of  the  Lincoln  Society 
of  Philately  in  the  U.S.A.  and 
the  Lincohi  Collectors  Club  of 
Great  Britain. 

The  Lincoln  Society  had  in- 
tended cancelling  covers  for 
its  members  only.  However,  a 
limited  number  will  be  avail- 
able to  non-members. 

Tiie  cachet  depicts  Lincohi, 
in  long  froclt  coat  and  stove 
pipe  hat,  with  one  foot  plant- 
ed near  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  his 


birthplace,  and  tlie  other 
stepping  uito  England. 

The  covers  are  being  print- 
ed in  England,  then  returned 
to  the  U.S.  in  bulk  by  sea- 

Orders  must  be  sent  before 
Feb  1  to  William  E.  Schenck, 
258  N  Van  Buren  St.,  Frank- 
fort, Ind.  46041.  Tlie  cost  is 
50  cents  each  and  a  legal- 
size  self-addressed  envelope 
must  accompany  each  order. 

The  Lincoln  Society  of  PhU- 
ally  has  400  members  in  the 
US,  Canada,  South  Amen- 
ca,  India  and  Germany.  In 
1965  it  was  responsible  for  19 
foreign  countries  issuing 
stamps  in  observance  of  the 
100th  anniversary  of  Lincoln's 
assassination. 

The  society,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  1962,  was  honored 
by  the  U.S.  post  office  depart- 
ment, when  it  was  designated 
as  sponsor  for  the  first  day 
of  issue  of  the  four-cent  Lin- 
coln coil  stamp  (May  28, 
1966)  m  the  famous  Ameri- 
cans series. 

The  Lincoln  Collectors  Club 
was  formed  in  1966  for  collec- 
tors of  stamps,  coins,  china,  . 
books  and  antiques.  Its  mem- 
bership of  125  is  drawn  from 
the  county  of  Lincohishire. 


J"<HTLY  OS-.??tV£  Trig  IKnH  l\n^^:i 


This  cancel  with  maric  Abe  Lincoln's  160th  birthd 


LOCMPflSTOFFlGESil 
K^S  ODimpESTS 

Many  stamp  collec|(w4  ^rid  stu- 
dents of  LiTKiiiiiiJujg  prize  the  Lin- 
coln. 111.,  cancellation  mark  made 
on  outgoing  mail  at  the  local  post 
office. 

Each  year  a  number  of  requests 
are  received  at  the  post  office  to 
mail  out  enclosed  letters  on  Lin- 
coln's birthday  so  they  will  bear  the 
postal  mark  of  the  town  that  was 
named  for  Abraham  Lincoln  before 
he  became  famous. 

There  have  been  more  such  re- 
quests this  year  than  usual,  and  ac- 
cording to  Postmaster  James  Cor- 
wine  about  a  dozen  such  letters  have 
bean  received.  I 

The  writers  enclose  self-addressed  ' 
stamped  letters  asking  the  postmas- 
ter to  hold  them  until  Feb.  12  and  ■ 
then  cancel  and  mail  them.  Most  of 
them  request  that  care  be  tdken  in 
cancellation  so  the  postmark  will 
show  plainly. 

The  town  of  Santa  Claus,  Ind.,  re- 
ceived hundreds  of  such  requests  ' 
at  Christmas  t^me  for  maiiitig  of 


lettens  and  cards  beaflhg  the  Santa 
Claus  mark. 

One  person  requested    the  post- 
master write  a  short  biography  of 
Lincoln  and  his  local  connection, 
another  asked  that  the  letter  be 
canceled  by  hand  and  not  with  a 
machine  and  still  another  from  Ber- 
wyn,  111.,  wanted  the  return  enve- 
lope sent  air-mail.  His  request  was , 
complied  with,  that  is,  an  air  mail  ■ 
stami.   was  used  although  all  airj 
mail  out  of  Lincoln  goes  by  train  Uf* 
Chicago  and  Berwyn  is  a  suburl^  { 


LrNCOLN  rrx  corRrrp 

V\EDNEfciDAY,  FEBKUAUY  11,  1981 
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From  riches  to  rags:  the  story  of  the 
founding  of  the  legendary  Pony  Express 


As  a  result  of  its  freight  car- 
f>nng  business,  mostly  for  the 
United  States  Army  in  the 
west,  by  1857  the  firm  of  Rus- 
sell, Majors  and  Waddell  had 
become  large,  important  and 
wealthy. 

It  was  also  virtually  un- 

Postal 
History 

By  Ricbzrd  B.  Grafaan: 

known  outside  the  army  and 
its  own  circles,  and  there  were 
no  reasons  why  historians, 
writing  in  later  years,  would 
have  given  the  firm  more  than 
a  passing  menUon. 

Five  years  later,  the  firm 
.came  was  tnown  to  many  peo- 
ple, not  only  in  the  United 
Stales  but  beyond  the  seas  — 
and  it  was  banla~upL 

The  name  survives  in  history 
as  having  been  responsible  for 
one  of  America's  most  fabu 
Ions  enterprises,  the  Pony  Ex 
press  of  1860-61. 
Figure  I  shows  an  eastbound 
cover  sent  by  "Pony,"  which 
was  once  in  the  well-known 
Knapp  collection  Figure  2 
shows  an  east  to  west  cover 
which  met  the  first  cover  in 
route. 

When  one  attempts  to  re- 
search the  fads  behind  covers 
such  as  these,  by  consulting 
the  works  of  professional  histo- 
rians, an  imbelievable  mish- 
mash of  contradiction  is  found, 
concerning  who  controUed  the 
company.  • 

Even  the  details  of  the  Pony 
Express  covers  that  the  books 
illustrate,  are  garbled  or  nnei- 
plained. 

This  column  and  the  next 
will  be  devoted  to  the  Pony  Ex- 
press. Future  columns  will 
deal  with  the  details  of  the 
covers  themselves. 

The  coveis  have  been  writ- 
ten up  accurately  and  well  in 
recent  years,  in  many  sources 
available  ti3  tiiise  involved  in 
postal  history. 

The  story  of  the  riches-to- 
ra^-and-fame  affair  of  Rus- 
sell, Majors  and  Waddell  is  one 
of  bad  management,  army  fi- 
nancial bungling  and  Congres- 
sional preference  and  indiffer- 
ence. 

It  all  started  with  the  Mor- 
mon "War"  of  1857.  The  defi- 
ance of  the  Mormons  to  the 
laws  of  the  Federal  Govern- 


ment had  caused  troops  under 
Col.  (later.  Confederate  Gener- 
al) Albert  Sidney  Johnston  to 
march  into  Mormon  territory. 

As  the  contractor  for  carry- 
ing army  supplies  in  the  west, 
Russell,  Majors  and  Waddell 
were  compelled  to  haul  1,500 


political  reasons. 

William  Russell,  the  "pro- 
moter, entrepreneur  and  front 
man"  who  handled  the  firm's 
financing  and  what  would  now 
be  called  its  public  relations, 
decided  the  only  way  the  firm 
could  recoup  its  fortunes  was 


afiritiTiriTiii  


Figure  1.  By  Pony  Express  from  San  Francisco,  Aug.  18, 186G, 
to  the  Honorable  Abraham  Lincoln  at  Springfield,  III.  Back- 
stamped  in  carmine  ink  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  (inset)  on  Aug.  30 
and  placed  in  the  U.S.  mails  the  next  day.  These  "Yunning 
pony"  markings  are  characteristic  of  the  Central  Overland, 
California    Pikes  Peak  period  on  eastbound  covers. 


tons  of  supplies  lor  Johnston's 
expedition. 

Most  of  these  supplies  and 
the  freight  line's  equipment 
were  captured  by  the  Mor- 
mons in  an  otherwise  nearly 
bloodless  "war."  Russell,  Ma- 
jors and  Waddell  lost  almost 
hall  a  million  dollars  in  the 
process. 

When  they  appealed  to  the 
army  to  make  their  losses 
good,  they  were  informed  the 
army  had  already  exceeded  its 
budget  and  could  not  pay! 
Appeals  to  Congress  brought 
only  indifference,  largely  for 


to  secure  an  overland  mail 
contract  on  the  "central" 
route,  via  Missoun,  Salt  Lake 
City  and  Sacramento  to  San 
Francisco. 

Mail  between  the  east  and 
west  coasts  had  lieen  carried 
mostly  by  sea  and  Panama 
since  1849,  but  the  overland 
route  had  become  increasingly 
attractive. 

While  the  time  to  traverse 
the  route  from  coast  to  coast 
via  Panama  didn't  seem  un- 
reasonable, mails  from  the 
South  and  midwest  to  and 
from  the  West  Coast  were 
disadvantaged,  since  they  had 


to  pass  through  New  York  or 
Mew  Orleans. 

There  were  several  possible 
alternative  routes:  the  south- 
era  route  (via  Memphis  or  SL 
Louis  to  Fort  Smith,  Ark,  and 
via  El  Paso,  Fort  Yuma,  and 
Los  Angeles  to  San  Francisco) 
was  selected  over  the  more  di- 
rect central  route  (via  Miss- 
ouri, Salt  Lake  Qt}'  and  Sac- 
ramento) by  a  southern  domi- 
nated Congress  in  1858. 

The  reason  given  for  select- 
ing this  much  longer  "ox-bow" 
route  was  that  the  more  north- 
erly ones  would  be  dosed  in 
winter  by  siow  in  the  moun- 
tain passes. 

The  contract  called  for  bi- 
monthly service,  both  ways, 
for  an  annual  $600,000.  Time 
'  over  the   route  was  three 
weeks  or  more,  each  way. 

In  late  1859,  RusselL  Majors 
i  Waddell  organized  an  ex- 
press company  called  the  Cen- 
tral Overland,  California  & 
Pikes  Peak  Express  Company 
—  promptly  called,  for  obvious 
reasons,  the  COC  &  PP  or  the 
cor  Express 

The  company  was  formed  by 
including  several  other  ex- 
press companies  on  the  central 
route,  so  that  the  COC  &  PP 
controlled  the  entire  route  be- 
tween St  Joseph,  Mo,  to 
Placerville,  Calif. 

All  this  cost  a  great  deal  of 
money.  With  their  previous 
losses,  the  COC  &  PP  Express 
(iimpany  (and  also  Russell, 
Majors  &  Waddell)  were  on 

very  thin  ice,  financially 

Russell  had  approached  Sec- 
retary of  War  John  B.  Floyd 
(Figire  3)  in  1858  for  money 
to  recoup  the  Mormon  war 
losses. 

Floyd  was  sympathetic;  too 
much  so,  in  fact  He  gave  Rus- 
sell $400,000  worth  of  paper, 
based  upon  the  ftiture  con- 
tracts of  RusseU,  Majors  & 
Waddell. 

RusseU  nssd  these  notes  as 


collateral  to  borrow  more. 
This  and  subsequent  happen- 
ings were  to  tjecome  a  finan- 
cial Watergate  of  the  day. 

Ttiis  had  only  been  a  small 
portion  of  their  money  needs, 
and  Russell  decided  to  try  a 
"grandstand"  ploy,  to  wrench 


Figure  2.  Jfthc  A-  Floyd,  sec- 
retary of  war  Boder  Presi- 
dent James  BocixznaLn  and 
later  a  Ceofederate  geoeraL 

the  overland  mail  contract 
away  from  the  soathem  route 
and  carry  the  mails  over  the 
shorter  central  route.  . 

On  Jan-  27,  18M.  he  an- 
nounced that  the  transcon- 
tinental Pony  Express  would 
begin  operations  on  April  3, 
1860.  The  route  was  to  be  the 
central  roote  between  SL  Jo- 
seph and  Sacramento.  The  let- 
ter rate  was  $5  per  ^  ounce. 

The  real  purpose  was  to 
prove  the  feasibility  and  speed 
of  the  centTsl  route.  The  time 
over  the  Pony  Express  portion 
waste  be  mider  10  days. 

Railroads  would  carry  the 
mails  betweoi  SL  Joseph  and 
the  East  Coast;  between  Sac- 
rameaito  and  San  Ftandsco 
the  mail  would  be  carried  by 
steamboats  on  the  Sacramento 
River. 

Amazingly,  considering  the 
short  time  to  prepare,  the  first 
Pony  Express  riders  did  de- 
part from  SL  Joseph  and  San 


Frandsco  on  April  3, 1860. 

Eighty  riders  had  been  hired 
(and  40  more  were  to  be 
hired).  190  stations  established 
and  maimed,  and  over  200 
horses  carefully  selected. 

Costs  were  high.  Even  with 
the-  express  rate  of  55,  the 
Pony  Eipress  IoTl,  it  was  said, 
/s^-er  $1,000  a  day.  With  typical 
western  humor,  the  COC  &  PP 
Express  was  soon  dubbed  the 
"Qean  Out  of  Cash  and  Poor 
Pay"  Express  Company. 

But  the  service  ran  extreme- 
ly well  The  only  interruption 
was  due  to  the  Paiute  Indian 
nprising  in  May  1860,  when  a 
few  trips  were  missed.  When 
the  service  was  resumed,  it 
was  increased  to  twice  weekly 
from  the  previous  weekly  ser- 
vice. 

In  the  meantime,  Russell 
had  secured  more  illegal 
funds,  by  borrowing  against  In- 
dian tnist  bonds  extracted 
from  the  Department  of  the  In- 
terior. 

These  were  furnished 
ttirough  Secretary  Floyd,  but 
evidently  with  the  cooperation 
of  Secretary  of  the  Interior 
Jacob  Thompson. 

This  became  public  knowl- 
edge and  Congress  investigat- 
ed in  January  1861.  .Mean- 
wtiile,  secession  and  the  events 
leading  to  Gvil  War  were  in 
full  stride. 

Floyd  soon  resigned  to  be- 
come a  Confederate  General: 
Thompson  also  resigned,  to 
serve  in  various  offices  in  the 
South,  including  as  a  secret 


Russell  was  left  holding  the 
bag.  Although  he  was  acquit- 
ted, he  and  his  partners  and 
COC  &  PP  were  bankrupt 

Wells,  Fargo  soon  -entered 
the  picture,  to  operate  the 
Pony  Eipress  for  its  last  six 
months,  "hHI  it  was  discontin- 
ned,  upon  the  completion  of 
the  transcontinental  telegraph. 
How  this  all  came  about  will 
be  discnssed  next  week.  ■ 


ATA  sets  show  participation 


Figure  2.  A  typical  westbound  cover,  whicbjnet  and  passed 
tlie  cover  in  Figure  1  somewhere  en  route.  Sent  from  SL  Jo- 
seph on  Aug.  12, 18C(.  AJthougb  the  origin  of  this  cover  isnt 
indicated,  other  covers  from  this  same  correspondence  origi- 
nated in  New  'York.  Unlike  most  eastbound  Pony  Eipress  cov- 
ers, westbound  covers  of  18t6  were  mostly  carried  ail  the  way 
by  eipress  and  never  placed  in  tbe  11,5.  maiL 

Antebellum  conducts  tnall  sal** 


Officers  of  the  American  Topical  Asocia- 
Con  will  attend  the  following  Sqjtember  and 
October  philatelic  eihibitions: 

Melvin  CjarabranL  ATA  director.  Stamp 
Festival  '83,  SepL  23-25  in  the  Madison  Square 
Garden  Exposition  Rotimda,  New  York  C5ty. 

Jerry  Husak,  ATA  executive  director.  Mid- 
west Stamp  and  Coin  Show,  OcL  1-2,  in  the 
Palmer  House,  Chicago,  IlL 

Alan  J.  Banlrs,  ATA  president-elect  STAM- 
PEX,  OcL  7-9  in  the  Sheraton  Centre  BoteL 


Over  50  differrait  ATA  handbooks,  including 
Americana,  animak  cooking,  fairy  tales, 
medical  subjects,  muac,  plants,  railroads, 
sports,  theater  and  women  on  stamps,  will  be 
on  di^lay  and  available  for  purchase  at  these 
shows. 

For  further  information  on  the  assodatioti, 
send  an  addressed,  stamped  envelope  to  ATA, 
5014  W.  Center  SL,  Milwaukee,  Wis.  53210.  A 
copy  of  "Mini-Adventures  in  Topical  Stamp 
Collecting"  is  available  for  $3  from  the  same 


15011]  ^imiliersarg 


1S33-1983 


LINCOLN'S 
HOME  Jr 


This  beautiful  collectors'  envelope  ccrnmemorating  the  150th  Anniversary  of  A. 
Lincoln,  Postmaster,  will  be  carried  over  the  old  original  Post  Road  route  on 
July  1,  1983,  and  given  a  special  cancellation.  In  addition  to  the  artistic 
cachet,  a  first-day  postmark  will  depict  the  walking  postmaster  A.  Lincoln 
delivering  mail.  It  was  at  New  Salem  that  Lincoln,  as  a  young  adult,  lived 
from  1831  and  develo£:ed  his  ii-any  diver isified  talents. 

Abrahami  Lincoln,  the  sixteenth  President  of  the  United  States,  was  many  things 
in  his  lifetime.  Among  his  various  occupations  were  farm  hand,  rail  splitter, 
flatboatman,  store  clerk,  militia  captain,  deputy  surveyor,  state  assemblyman, 
lawyer,  President  and  from  May  7,  1833  to  May  30,  1936,  postmaster  at  New 
SalQTi,  Illinois.  , 

After  serving  as  a  militia  captain  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  Lincoln  returned  to 
New  Salem.  To  get  money  to  pay  for  meals  and  lodging,  Lincoln  did  all  kinds 
of  jobs  such  as  splittirq  rails,  husking  corn,  clerking  in  a  general  store  and 
whatever  other  odd  jobs  he  could  find. 

His  friends,  sympathizing  with  his  plight,  resolved  to  have  him  appointed 
postmaster.  Samuel  Hill,  a  storekeeper,  was  postmaster,  but  was  not  well 
liked  by  the  residents  of  New  Salem.  The  waiien  of  the  community  were  incensed 
because  Hill  v;ould  make  them  wait  for  their  mail  while  he  sold  liquor  and 
other  goods.  As  a  result  of  this,  a  petition  for  Hill's  rem.oval  and  Lincoln's 
appointment  was  circulated  and  v/as  signed  by  a  majority  of  the  residents  of 
New  Salen. 

i  ■■■■  , 

As  a  result,  Lincoln  v;as  appointed  postmaster  on  May  7,  1833  by  President 
Andrew  Jackson,  a  Democrat.  Lincoln,  an  avowed  supporter  of  Whig  Leader  Henry 
Clay,  said  he  received  the  appointment  because  the  office  was  "too 
insignificant  to  make  his  politics  an  objection."  Of  course,  Lincoln  being  a 
war  veteran  could  have  sonewhat  influenced  the  President,  himself  a  general 
and  a  hero  from  the  war  of  1812.  Lincoln  replaced  Samuel  Hill  and  put  up  the 
required  $500  bond  which  two  friends  Nelson  Alley  and  Alexander  Trent,  signed 
for  him. 

Lincoln's  salary  was  based  on  revenue  and  averaged  four  to  six  dollars,  per 
month.    Stamps  had  not  then  been  invented,  but  instead  charges  were  paid  on 


ncoL 

FeST 


■'501-417  Fayette  Ave. 
Sprinufield,  iL  62704 
217-753-2500  (Voico-TDD) 


receipt  by  the  addressee.  The  postmaster  wrote  the  postal  charge  in  the  upper 
right  corner  of  the  envelof^e  and  the  recipient  paid  the  postage,  A  single 
sheet  cost  six  cents  for  the  first  39  miles  and  ten  cents  for  30  to  80  miles. 
Lincoln  kept  postal  receipts  in  an  old  sock,  storing  the  socks  in  a  wooden 
cJ-iest  under  a  store  counter  as  his  safe. 

Lincoln  was  exceedingly  pleased  with  the  appointment,  because  it  gave  him  a 
chance  to  read  every  newspaper  that  was  received  by  his  customers.  He  dearly 
loved  to  read  the  political  news.  He  also  received  his  personal  mail  free  of 
charge  and  enjoyed  the  privilege. 

When  Lincoln  first  became  postmaster,  a  rider  on  horseback  transported  the 
mail  between  stations.  Within  a  year  or  so,  however,  a  stage  line  began  to 
bounce  passengers  over  this  same  road,  and  the  mail  then  went  by  stagecoach. 
The  normal  schedule  was  for  the  nail  stage  to  leave  Springfield  every  Saturday 
at  4:00  A.M.  for  the  Warren  County  Courthouse  (Monmouth,  Illinois)  by  way  of 
Athens,  New  Salem,  Havana,  and  other  stops  for  a  total  distance  of  115  miles. 
Return  mail  left  ftonmouth  on  Tuesday  morning  and  arrived  in  Springfield  late 
Thursday  night.  Lincoln  often  walked  the  Post  Road  to  Springfield  and  back. 
It  is  now  called  Lincoln's  Post  Road,  and  it  was  formally  dedicated  February 
12,  1976. 

Not  wishing  to  be  tied  to  the  office,  Lincoln  made  his  "hat"  the  post  office. 
If  people  did  not  call  for  their  mail,  the  postmaster  took  it  to  them.  When 
an  anxious  custaner  looking  for  a  letter  found  the  postmaster,  he  had  found 
the  post  office.  Lincoln  was  frequently  absent  from  the  post  office  and 
custaners  would  look  through  the  mail  and  take  what  was  theirs.  There  is  sane 
evidence  that  Lincoln  didn't  always  collect  the  full  amount  due  on  letters  and 
newspapers  received.  M.  S.  Marsh,  who  lived  near  New  Salem,  wrote  his  brother 
that  Lincoln  was  very  earless  in  leaving  the  office  open  and  unattended  and 
that  he  could  have  charged  double  postage  on  a  letter  but  chose  to  charge  only 
the  single  page  rate. 

With  the  settlQiient  of  Petersburg,  whicli  was  partially  surveyed  by  Lincoln, 
New  Salem  became  a  dying  community.  On  May  30,  1836,  the  New  Salem  post 
office  was  transferred  to  Petersburg.  Abraham  Lincoln,  Postmaster,  received 
$19.48  for  his  final  three  months  of  service. 

On  June  14,  1837,  the  final  chapter  in  Lincoln's  p>ostal  career  occurred.  A 
caller,  presumably  William  Carpenter,  then  the  Springfield  postmaster,  came  to 
Lincoln's  law  office  in  Springfield  and  requested  a  final  accounting  of  the 
postal  funds.  From  an  old  blue  sock  in  a  wooden  chest,  the  new  lavvyer 
carefully  counted  out  the  coins  just  as  he  had  received  them  over  the  counter 
for  postage.  Although  the  money  had  been  in  Lincoln's  hands  during  a  period 
of  extreme  poverty,  he  had  never  regarded  it  as  available  for  personal  use. 
Those  who  knew  him  best  did  not  call  him  "Honest  Abe"  for  nothing. 

Kindling  the  history  of  our  heritage,  LincolnFest  was  originally  conceived  to 
celebrate  the  150th  Anniversary  of  Abraham.  Lincoln  setting  foot  in  Sangamon 
County.  The  Fourth  of  July  weekend  in  Springfield  unites  the  conmunity  in  fun 
and  festivities  for  the  entire  family.  Lincolnfest  combines  music,  food, 
crafts,  street  entertainment  and  games,  children's  activities  and  senior 
■  citizens  programs,  as  well  as  events  and  programs  for  the  handicapped, 
(braille  programs  for  the  blind  and  sign  language  interpreters  for  the  deaf) 
fireworks,  and  parades  to  make  a  fun-filled  exciting  weekend. 

It  is  most  appropriate  that  D.E.A.F.,  Inc.  is  sponsoring  some  of  the  events 
connected  with  the  Sesquicentennial.  The  Lincolns  actually  had  one  son, 
Thomas  (Tad)  Lincoln,  who  suffered  from  a  speech  impediment.  This  fact  is 
attested  to  by  Alexander  VJilli£uiiscn,  the  tutor  of  the  Lincoln  boys  in  the 
White  House  and  while  Lincoln  was  President  of  the  United  States,  Gallaudet 
College  was  established  in  1864  at  VJashington,  D.  C.  for  the  deaf. 

This  letter  itself  will  be  carried  over  the  historic  Post  Road  on  July  1,  1983 
as  part  of  the  Sesquicentennial  observance  of  A.  Lincoln's  appointment  as 
postJTiaatei: .  The  noted  Artist  Mr.  Lloyd  Qstendorf,  drew  the  r.pecial  logo  uaod 
for  this  gala  event.  A.  Lincoln's  signature  is  copied  from  the  actual 
signature  o£  Lincoln  as  the  postmaster  of  New  Salem. 


New  \brk 
Tuesday,  0( 


Oct.  29,  1991 


THE  PONY  EXPRFSS 


THE  PERIOD  FROM  JULY  I,  ,860  TO  SEPTEMBER  30.  1860 

Following  the  first  period  from  April  3  to  lune  30  1        A    ■        u  •  ^ 

Indian  Wars  interrupted  service,  with  very  little  ma'  L  ^^ich  time  the  Paiute  and  Shoshone 

regular  trips  on  July  7.  This  period  is  noJJrZTrsTJ^^^^^^^^  ^"^P^"^  -^"-'^d 

of  a  semi-weekly  express;  Folsom  became  the  western  r  P^^^^''- "^''^'"^  begmnmg 

S2.50  per  quarter-ounce  letter  rate  waHnnLnced Tsr'^"'  ' ^"^"^^  ' 

briefly  used  carmine  ink  to  handstamp  ITit  received  ''  P""'  ''''      J^^^^P^  office 

THE  PONY  EXPRESS  COVER  ADDRESSED  TO 
ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 
AS  PRESIDENTIAL  CANDIDATE  IN  SPRINnFT.rn  ILLINOIS 


1018 


•1018    Pony  Express,  San  Francisco,  Aug  18  nsfin^  Ki 

mostly  complete  bold  strike,  10c  Green  ype  V  f35)  tied  h'  P°">''  handstamp, 

datestamp,  dear  strike  of  Pony  Express!  St  Joseph  Au'^  ^o""'^  ''''  ''"'^ 

handstamp  on  back  of  buff  cover  Addressed  to  £  Ah^)  ^  ?'''"!"^  "'^^^  'Running  Pony' 

receipt  notation  reads  'needs  no  ansu^er  ,  miiS  wSr^ed^"  ""  ^'"f'  Y^"— ' 

perfect  condition.  ^'^g"'  stamp  has  few  short  perfs,  otherwise  m 

^^^^Z:S::r-Xr^^:f^  -  -^-^^  ^-om-was  sent  to 

the  tumultuous  convention  of  May  1860.  During  tht^"nS  ^'"^  ^""^  ^^^'^ent  at 

made  few  speeches  and  wrote  almost  no  let  erVfo  Tu^^/  xl' ""^idate  Lincoln 
known,  as  the  cover  has  neither  contents  nor  a  return  Vl'  '""'^'^  °^ '^'^  ^"^"^^ 

<^nsu.er'  has  been  attributed  to  Lincoln's  hand  however  r    T^  J  .  ""''"P'  ''"'^^ 
more  clearly  to  John  Nicolay.  '  "reful  handwriting  comparison  points 

The  St.  Joseph  'Running  Ponv'  handstamn  ic  ^  r 

carmine  ink,  which  was  used  bneflv  in  aVJ  .  °^^PP'-0'^™ately  twelve  examples  struck  in 
receiving  mark  on  the  backs  of  these'^few  covers  '  ^^P'^^y  ^--d  as  a 

K^y^^SS^^^^^^^^  INTEREST.  REPRESENTING 

LINCOLN.  CONSIDERED  BY  MAnTto  B^  ^MpL^cI^  ADDRESSED  TO  ABRAHAM 
COVER  IN  EXISTENCE.  Ex  Knapp  aL^S'uf.f^tldor^^  IMPORTANT  PONY  EXPRESS 
.eKr^C.lectionpubl.hedml^ 

  est.  $150,000-200,000 


CHRISTIE'S 

502  PARK  AVENUE,  NEW  YORK,  N.Y.  10022 
Telephone:  (212)  546  1087       Cables:  Chnswoods,  New  York 
Telex:  620721,  Fax:  (212)  980-8163 


Bid  Form 

The  Edwards  Collection  of  Western  Express  Covers 

TUESDAY,  OCTOBER  29,  1991  Code  Name:  EDWARDS-7288 

Christie's  IS  requested  to  enter  bids  on  the  following  Lots  up  to  the  price  stated.  1  understand  that  if  my 
bid  IS  successful  the  Purchase  Price  payable  will  be  the  aggregate  of  the  final  bid  and  a  premium  of  10%  of 
the  tinal  Did.  In  addition,  I  shall  be  responsible  for  any  State  or  local  sales  tax  or  compensating  use  tax. 
(See  Paragraphs  4  and  13  of  Conditions  of  Sale). 

I  also  understand  that  Christie's  provides  this  service  of  executing  bids  on  behalf  of  clients  for  the  client's 
convenience  and  that  Christie's  will  not  be  held  responsible  for  failmg  to  execute  bids  or  for  errors 
relating  to  its  execution  of  bids. 

All  bids  shall  be  treated  as  offers  made  on  the  terms  of  the  Conditions  of  Sale  printed  in  the  Catalogue. 
To  ensure  that  all  bids  will  be  accepted  and  that  delivery  of  Lots  is  not  delayed,  intendmg  buyers  should 
supply  bank  or  other  suitable  references  to  Christie's.  These  references  should  be  supplied  in  good  time  to 
be  taken  up  before  the  sale. 

NO  RESPONSIBILITY  SHALL  LIE  WITH  THE  AUCTIONEERS  IF  THE  WRONG 
LOT  NUMBERS  ARE  ENTERED  BELOW 

Please  purchase  for  me,  without  legal  obligation  of  any  kind,  the  following  lots  at,  or  under,  the  limits 
stated,  in  accordance  with  your  Conditions  of  Sale. 


Lot 

S 

Lot 

$ 

Lot 

S 

Lot 

$ 

Lot 

$ 

I  have  read  the  Conditions  of  Sale  in  accordance  with  which  the  above  bids  are  made  and  I  agree  to  abide 
by  them, 


Signature  .'  

NAME  (block  letters)  

FULL  PERMANENT  ADDRESS  (block  letters)  including  postal  code 


Daytime 
Telephone  No. 


Provision  is  made  overleaf  for  submission  of  references,  special  posting  instructions  which  will  be 
operated  at  this  sale  only  and  additional  bids. 


.-X 


Christie,  Manson  &  Woods  International,  inc. 
502  Park  Avenue,  New  York,  New  York  10022 
Telephone:  (212)  546-1000    Telex:  62  07  21 
Fax:  (212)  980-8163 


Through  prairie,  desert 
and  hostile  Indians: 


The  Pony 
Express 
and  its 
stamps 

\h  .lAMl  S  liKHSII  IIAK  1111^ 


Col.  Wni.  F.  Cotlv.  wlni  became  the  janwus  showman"  Buffalo  Bill," 
was  a  Pony  Express  rider  in  his  younger  days.  Left,  the  U.S.  Pony 
Express  commemorative  issued  in  I960  to  celebrate  the  lOOih 
anniversary  of  the  service. 


Jim  Randall  aiul  his  \\\\\.  I lajj-dcckeci 
pon\  ucic  cn\uiusi\  c\ctl  by  c\'fi\ 
hoy  and  man  in  the  croud  thai  gal  hci  cd  in 
tront  ol  the  Altti  Iclcgictpli  C  onipanv 
oilicc  on  MonigoniLi  s  Street.  Saii  I  laii- 
eisco.  on  the  atternooii  ol  April  3.  IMhO, 
I  hey  were  there  to  watch  the  start  ol  the 
lirst  run  ol  the  I'oin  F'xpress  Rand. ill 
weighed  I  30  potinds.  \\  oie  a  buckskin  suil 
and  high  boots  and  carried  a  sheath  knilc 
and  Colt  re\ol\ers  assiiimng  he  was  an 
a\ei"age  rider. 

I  here  were  letters  m  the  lour  pad- 
locked pockets  ol  \hu  iiitK  liilld.  theliea\\ 
leather  Siiddle  cu\er  that  was  lo  be  Hans 
lerred  Ironi  pony  to  pons  I  he  chaige loi 
each  lettei  was  S5  a  liall-uLince 

R<indall  wasa  little  excited  ainI  iii(juiik\l 
his  pony  on  llie  wrong  side  I  he  liowiI 
cheered,  and  he  was  oil  on  his  eighl-lioiii 
ride  {o  .Sacramento.  Iiisi  stop  on  the  10- 


da\.  I.S3y-inile  relay  race  to  St.  .loseph, 

M  lsSl)Lll  l 

/\t  the  eastern  end  a  last  tram  had  high- 
balled Irom  New  York  to  St.  .loseph  with 
the  lettei  s  lo  be  ponied  to  C'aliloi  nia.  At  4 
p. Ill,  the  same  day  in  Si.  Joseph,  William 
H  Russell,  head  of  the  firm  of  Rusbcll, 
M.i|ois  and  W'addell,  which  was  starting 
ilk  i'oin  I  \piess  \enluie,  fuil  another 
nii'chilla  on  the  saddle  ol  .lonny  hrey's 
black  poin  111  Iront  ol  the  Linited  Stales 
I  \piess  (  (Hiipany  ollice.  I  ie\  swung  inlo 
the  sadtlle  and  the  starting  cannon  boomed 
as  he  galloped  oil  to  ihe  leriy  lo  cross  ihc 
Missoiiii  Ri\ei  and  tear  on  toward  the 
distant  Rockies 

When  llie  Inst  west  bouikl  I'ony  tx- 
piess  lull  r  aiiised.  SaciameiUt)  and  San 
1  I  jiiciseci  lingled  with  excitement.  Asalule 
ol  200  guns  resounded.  Men  knew  then 
th.it  despite  wietched  roads,  hostile 


Indians  and  snow  in  Ihe  mountains,  the 
pony-borne  mail  could  go  through.  The 
hazards  included  prairie  fires,  herds  of 
buffalo,  quicksands  along  ihe  Platte  River, 
sandstorms  in  Utah  and  alkali  deserts  m 
Nevada. 

Indian  trouble 

It  took  75  ponies  to  make  the  full  trip, 
and  80  riders  were  on  the  payroll.  Each 
rider  made  an  average  run  of  about  75 
miles.  Ihe  youngest,  William  F.  Cody, 
later  "Buffalo  Bill,"  once  made  a  record 
run  of  322  miles  without  rest.  During  some 
Indian  trouble  in  Utah,  "Pony  Bob" 
Hasiam  rode  185  miles,  rested  nine  hours 
and  made  the  return  trip,  finding  the  men 
killed  or  missing  at  several  stations. 

The  original  Pony  Express  route  ran 
from  Missouri  through  Nebraska,  Wyom- 
ing, Utah  and  Nevada  to  California,  with 


Seott  Stamp  Monthl>  ^ 


tlMrcnwIv  raic  Icnr,  scni  hy  I'onv  /  ^/„rss  u,  \hraha,n  I  imoln  heforchc  hccunw  hcsuU-m.  Addressed  u,  Si>nnKlwUt  Illinois  ii  ,s 
/ranked  uuh  a  Id,  I.SS7  Jnsei  One  o/  the  I'onv  Kvpress  Mam/rs  issued  hy  Wells  Fargo~an  1861  $:.()()  green. 


main  staliinis  at  Sl  Ii )s(.-|)Ii,  lulcsbuijj 
Kort  Laramie,  Granger.  I  oil  Ii:  idycr,  S.ili 
Lake  City,  Virginia  (arson  (  iiy 

Placervilie,  Sacramento  and  San  I  i.in 
Cisco.  A  southern  dip  lo  Deincr  eoniKLied 
with  the  mam  pon\  route  at  lulesbmjj  loi 


ihc  irip  east,  and  at  Ciranger  lor  the  west- 
biiund  ikIc.  I  he  news  of  Lineolns  election 
u.is  ponicil  (he  665  miles  Irom  St.  Joseph 
to  l)eii\ei  in  two  days  and  21  hours  -  as- 
loiiiiding  lime  in  those  days. 

it  cost  1>7(),()()()  to  start  the  I'ony  H.xpress, 


and  $5,U(J0a  month  to  run  it,  according  to 
a  contemporary  estimate  quoted  in  news- 
papers. 

1  he  Pony  was  designed  as  a  stopgap  to 
give  Calittirnia  last  communication  with 
the  East  until  the  Pacilic  Telegraph  could 


In  th«  opinion  of  spnie,  the  American  Indian  has  gotten  a  bad  shalte  on  stamps 
until  recently.  Nevertheless,  he  has  fare4  far  better  thun  his  traditional  adversary 
m  folklore— the  cowboy.  ■  ,  I 

Settlers  to  the  Old  West  «re  given  due  recognition  on  U.S.  stamps  in  general  (in 

wagons,  49ers  and  trappers),  but  the  lonely  cowpolie^certainly  America's  greatest 
folk  hero  in  pulp  fiction  and  motion  pictures-«appears  only  three  times  on  USPS 
issues.  They  are  the  1964  Range  Conservation  luue  (Seott  No.  1 176),  which  pictures 
a  mounted  range  bo«s  overlooking  a  herd  of  eaftle.  the  W64  stamp  that  reproduces 
Charles  Russell  s  famous  painting  of  cowbpys  roping  a  steer  (Scott  No.  1243)  and 
Frederick  Remington's  sculpture,  "Coming  Through  the  Rye"  (Scott  No.  1934). 
Purists  who  want  to  be  picky  about  it  could  «ay  that  there  a  fourth  cowboy  stamp, 
Scott  No.  1801.  Issued  in  1979,  it  pictures  humorist  Will  Rogers  in  chaps  and  » 
Stetson  hat.  By  the  same  token,  none  of  the  true  celluloid  cowboys  of  the  past,  such  as 
Tom  Mix,  Buck  Jones  and  Ken  Maynard,  has  yet  to  be  honored  on  a  stamp. 

Pioneers  of  the  Old  West  abound,  however--from  real  heroes  such  as  Henry 
Comstock  (Scott  No.  1130),  Sam  Houston  (Scott  No.  1242)  and  Davy  Crockett 
(Scott  No.  1330)  to  countless  representative  settlers  that  have  appeared  on  stamps 
from  as  early  as  the  Trans-Mississippi  Issue  of  1898  (Scott  Nos.  285-294),  which 
pictur^  a  wwtern  prospector,  a  cpvered  wagon  on  t»>e  prairie  and  farroinE  on  the 
Great  Plains. n  M.  ■   '  ■■  ..T . 


hcciiinplclcd  I  cllcrs  to  C'aliloi  Ilia  in  ISM) 
had  t(i  go  oxd  land  by  stage,  or  by  coastal 
boat  and  across  the  Panama  Isthmus, 
l-ithcr  wav,  the  sender  could  not  hope  lor 
a  better  delivery  time  than  three  or  lour 
weeks  Railroads  I  rom  the  Atlantic  stopped 
at  the  Mississippi.  1  he  telegraph  was  being 
extended  Irom  both  eastern  and  western 
ends,  but  would  not  be  linished  lor  a  year 
or  so. 

In  late  IX?').  Senator  William  M.  (.win 
ol  t  alilornia  persuaded  his  Iriend.  William 
11.  Russell,  whose  firm  did  a  tremendous 
eross-cmintry  stage  Ireighting  business,  to 
undertake  a  "horse  express  mail"  to  carry 
letters  back  and  forth  between  California 
and  the  railroad  terminal,  (iwin  evidently 
promised  Russell  that  the  government 
would  reimburse  him  il  the  venture  lost 
mone\ 

And  so.  the  Central  Overland  California 
and  I'ikes  Peak  [  xpress  Co.  got  started  on 
that  nKMiienlous  April  IK6() 

fhe  original  lO-day  schedule  was  whit- 
tled to  eight  davs  when  bonuses  were  later 
oflcred  by  Pacific  coast  merchants  and 
newspaper  publishers.  And  the  record 
relay,  carrvinga  copy  ol  1  incoln's  inaugu- 
ral address,  was  run  in  seven  days  and  17 
hours 

I  or  lis  lust  vear.  under  Russell.  Ma|ors 
&  Waddell.  the  Pony  Express  used  no 
stamps,  but  the  letters  it  carried  received 
several  interesting  types  ol  postmarks, 
including  two  that  picture  running  horses. 
Collectors  love  all  the  I'ony  [  xpress  covets 
and  will  pay  well  lor  the  rarer  types. 

The  words  "Pony  Fxpress"  appear  m 
the  dated  postmarks  used  at  San  Francisco. 
Sacramento  and  St.  .loscph.  The  Denver 
City  oval  postmark  contains  one  of  those 
errors  dear  to  the  hearts  of  collectors 
"Calilorm"  in  the  name,  "The  Central 
Overland  Calilorni  and  Pikes  Peak  Fx- 
press  Compan\ 

Came  the  spring  ol  IXhl.  and  F<ussell. 
Majors  &  Waddell  found  the  expenses  ol 
running  this  Central  Overland  Company, 
of  which  the  Pony  Fxpress  was  a  part, 
were  more  than  they  could  meet.  So  in 
March  the\  turned  over  the  contract  to 
Wells.  I  argo  &  Co. 

In  April,  when  Wells.  Fargo  assumed 
operation  ol  this  overland  express  service, 
there  were  about  IW  stations  along  the 
route,  over  80  riders  and  about  500  of  the 
best  ponies  obtainable,  with  suitable 
harness  Hoth  route  and  schedule  were  well 
established.  Moreover.  Congress  was  pre- 
paring to  pass  a  fat  subsidy. 

T  he  rate  was  cut  from  S5a  half  ounce  to 
$2,  and  Wells.  Fargo  issued  the  f;imous 
Pony  Fxpress  stamps,  a  $2  red  and  a 
green,  to  use  on  prepaid  letters.  1  hey  were 
lithographed  by  Britton  &  Rey  of  San 
Francisco.  Naturally,  both  pictured  a  pony 
express  rider. 


PONY  EXPRESS. 

yine  B«y8  from  San  Francisco  to  New  York 

THK    C  KNTR  AL. 

OTerlADd  Pony  tzpreaa  Compa- 
ny will  •t»rt  thflr  LETTER. 
FXPRKEfcS  from  Sah  FrancUco 
to  New  York  and  iBtermedUte  polnU,  - 

On  Tuesday,  tli«  3d  4m,y  of  April  n«  t, 

And  Tjpon  erery  Tu««d*y  tb©r«ait©r,  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Latter*  wiU  be  received  at  Ban  FranrUco  until  3% 
o'clock  emch  dmy  of  deptrtnre. 

OFFICE- 
AlUi  T«le|^pl&  Ofloe,  Montjfom«ry  at., 

Telejpr»phlc  Ditpatcbeii  w)ll  be  recelT«d  at  Cai8onClty 
until  6  o'clock  P.  M.,  erery  Wednesday. 

soHmuic  TiMi  rmoM  saw  riuKasco  to  kew  tohk. 

For  Teie^jp-mphic  Dijpttchea.....  Nina  Day« 

for  Letters  Thirteen  Dny 

Letter*  will  be  charged,  between  San  Franciaco  and  Salt 
Lake  City,  W  per  half  ounce  and  ander,  and  at  that  rate 
according  to  weight. 

To  all  pelatt  beyond  8*1 1  Lake  City,  $5  per  half  ounce 
and  under,  and  at  that  rnte  according  to  weight. 

Telegraphic  Dtapfttchei  will  be  aubject  to  the  iame 
chargei  m  ktten. 

All  letter!  moat  be  incloaed  in  itamped  en^elopei. 

WM.  W.  KINNKY, 

mis  Agent  C  O  F.  E.  Co. 


AdvcrtiseDicnis  announcing,  ihc  (i<l\cni  i>/  ilu  l'(>n\  /.'.v/'rcvs  wcrcflticcd  in  Icudini; 
new.spiipcrs  nil  over  the  counlrv.  Fins  one  (ippcarcil  in  The  l-.vcnm^  fhillclin  <>/ 
San  fram  isx)  in  Man  li  IH6tl 


When  llie  niilliou-dollai-a-ycai  ledcial 
subsidy  look  el  leel  on  .luly  I.  I  Xfi  I .  \V  clK, 
Fargo  was  able  to  eut  the  rate  lurther  in  S  1 
a  hall  ounei  At  lhal  tune,  ihiie  luw 
stamps  ol  the  same  design,  also  liiho- 
graphed  h\  HnitiMi  &  Re\.  were  issued 
Thev  were  S  \  red,  S2  grel'ii  anil  M  bl.ick 
The  eompany  also  produeed  spctial 
franked  en\elopes,  putling  its  lO-ienl 
frank  beside  the  gnsernment's  lO-eeni 
green  envelope  stamp  (Scott  type  1 1 1  ."^  uith 
Washington's  embossed  head).  I  licsc 
envelopes  sold  lor  20  cents.  The  (h>ll;n 
stamps  were  to  be  adtled. 

Gradually  the  telegraph  builders  were 
pushing  ahead  Irom  each  end.  which  kepi 
shrinking  the  pony  route.  Some  fiSO  miles 


(il  iirw  leiegi.iph  liius  shoilened  the  route 
IM  I. IS')  inilcN  In  \iigiisi.  IXdl  Hv  Sept. 
IK.  Tom  I  \piess  was  getting  news  lo 
(  .ihloini.i  in  SIX  (la\s.  .md  on  Sept.  24th!s 
was  t  111  In  1(11.11  (la\s  I  he  entire  telegraph 
Inn.  w;is  conipleled  Ocl.  24.  1861.  Imme- 
diaieh  Ihe  I'oin  I  xpress  lhal  had  been 
used  l:iigcl\  b\  newspapers  became  useless 
,is,i  news  ii.iiismiiici  Miei  Oct.  24  ii  was 
iiselnl  meicK  .is  a  quick  means  ol  trans- 
poiling  lelleis  which  did  not  require  Icle- 
gi.iph  ingencv 

I'lobablv  ihe  lasi  mail  carried  by  the 
I'oiu  I  xpress  was  lhal  which  reached 
S,u  lamenio  on  No\ember  20.  IS6I.  Thus 
ended  an  aihenluroiis.  colorful  period  m 
\nierican  postal  hisioiA  .  □ 


ScdU  Si. imp  MonllilN   I  1 


pi»jWHg>W(|lJW#IWI^(l|^ 


^  .'W  1"'.' 


